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May

It's a special month, the month of May, and special it is. Nature is pretty much bustling with 
activity and even the sleepiest of fly fishermen are waking up and coming out of hibernation.

When thinking of May – and as usual this happened as early as somewhere in January - I 
thought it was time to do a modest issue on mayflies (aka upwinged flies or Ephemeroptera). 
No semi-scientific treatises on entomology, just a bunch of mayfly patterns to inspire you this 

month and the months to come.

I wish you all a fantastic summer and tight lines wherever you go.

All the best,

Peter Sikking

DRAAD magazine is part of a platform where flytiers can showcase their work
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Guests for this issue of DRAAD magazine are: 
Tomas Skoging - Jeffrey Cook - Guido Lauff - Christian Kirchermeier - 

Christopher Krysciak - Mario Gonzalez - Evgenii Borovin - Greg Liney -
Lucas Utrera - Peter Butler
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Mark McLoone



A second passion of mine is photography, and I 
like to incorporate this into my tying sessions by 
producing sharp and captivating fly shots using 
macro lenses and other photography tools.

FLY TYING EDITOR

Mark McLoone

My name is Mark McLoone, I  was born and raised in 
Ireland, where I still reside. I have been fly fishing and fly 
tying since the age of 10, mainly on the many wild loughs 
and rivers of Donegal. I still fish those same places; how-
ever, most of my time now is spent searching for Atlantic 
salmon and seatrout on the magnificent River Foyle sys-
tem in the north of Ireland. 

The most rewarding part of my fly tying jour-
ney so far has been the privilege of being able 
to tie flies at shows like the Irish Fly Fair and 
British Fly Fair International. These are won-
derful events to be involved with as they at-
tract some of the best tiers in the world.

Welcome Mark

https://www.instagram.com/markmclooneflytying
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Christian Kirchermeier
Christopher Krysciak
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Chris Krysciak manages Drift Outfitters & Fly Shop in Toronto, 
Canada. He also serves as their in-house fly tier and casting 
instructor. Chris has been tying for about 14 years now and 
still loves the constant learning opportunities it provides, as 
well as the endless creative possibilities available. You can see 
more of his flies on Instagram and on Drift Outfitters’ Youtube 
channel.

Christopher Krysciak

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/christopher_krysciak






Christopher Krysciak



Evgenii Borovin
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Evgenii Borovin spent most of his early childhood summers fishing with his grandfather the 
‘old-fashioned’ way; with a rod and a float. It was only five years ago that Evengii discovered 
fly fishing.

Evengii
I remember working high up in the arctic, north of the arctic circle, spending most evenings flip-
ping through the various Instagram feeds, when I accidentally stumbled upon this type of fish-
ing, which, incidentally, is not very common in Russia. I didn't have enough money at that time, 
so I bought a simple Indian vice and ditto fly fishing set to start out with.
Following these first steps as a fly angler I quickly became interested in fly tying as a stand-
alone activity, and the different tying techniques. To satisfy my thirst for knowledge, I started 
following several fly tiers on YouTube, as well as reading books and magazines. This in time led 
to buying exotic materials from America and Europe. 
After two years of practice, in 2018 and 2019, I won prizes in fly tying competitions (EWF and 
EFFA). Now, two more years onwards, I can't deny that what started as curiosity, quickly became 
a hobby and even a part of my daily life. I love what I do and it gives me a lot of satisfaction. 

Evgenii Borovin

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/borovin_e


Hook: Ahrex FW551
Thread: Semperfli nano silk 18/0
Body – tail: elk fibers; base: polypropylene foam; SF dub-
bing; deer hair under GULFF Thinman; egg sack GULFF am-
bulance hot fluor chartreuse
Wing: deer hair
Legs: deer hair







Evgenii Borovin



Fabien Moulin

My name is Fabien Moulin and I am 
originally from Switzerland. 
I have lived in Norway for the last 14 years.

My passions are fly fishing and fly tying. 
I have won Gold, Silver, and Bronze Awards in 
the Fly Dressers Guild; I also participated in in-
ternational fly tying contests and ended on the 
podium three times. 

My priorities in fly tying are mastering tech-
niques, history, materials; and of course fishing 
with my own flies…
I sleep, breathe and think fly tying.
Fly tying is fantastic.

DRAAD

FLY TYING EDITOR

https://www.instagram.com/fiske_i_marka/


     just some of  his mayflies

Fabien Moulin
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Ugly flies that catch fish
If you look at the flies people show on social media you might just get the idea that 
only perfectly tied flies will catch fish. But nothing could be further from the truth. I 
would almost go so far as to argue that the opposite is much more likely: the uglier 
your fly the better it attracts fish. 
Nonsense of course, but you will certainly agree with me that now and then we can-
not but wonder what it is that lures a fish to a fly that has been chewed to threads. 
Hence my idea for this new section: ugly flies that catch fish.

Ugly

Recept:

Hook: any dry fly hook size 12 - 16
Tail: micro tail fibers
Body: yellow floss
Rib: tying thread
Thorax: white cdc dubbed
Hackle: white cdc (dubbing loop)
Wings: Spring Creek fly wings (silver)

If you like fishing UGLY fieS:

Text, tying, photo: Peter Sikking
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The wonderful valley where I live has inspired in me a pas-
sion about nature from early childhood. This also made me 
take up fishing at a very early age.  I must have been no 
older than five when I first picked up a fishing rod, learning 
the basics by catching trout near my house.

When I was 13 years old I was introduced to fly fishing, and 
I was intrigued from my very first casts. I really fell in love 
with this elegant way of catching a fish. Since then the de-
sire to grow as a fly angler has dictated most of my spare 
time.

Christian Kirchermeier

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/chris_k_flytying


Christian Kirchermeier







Christian Kirchermeier
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I live and work in the Yarra Valley, Victoria, Australia. My day job is owning and 
operating a coffee roasting business, while at night I tie flies.

I’ve been fishing ever since my early school days, but only became fascinated 
with trout after I accidentally stumbled upon a run of spawning brown trout in 
a local river. Taking up fly fishing was a natural progression, and from there, fly 
tying became, of course, inevitable. 

Greg Liney

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/thursdays_hopper


Greg Liney



In those early days, I only tied a handful of classic patterns that worked on 
my local waters, and my materials would fit into a scant few large tackle 
boxes. After a couple of house moves, opportunities to fish became much 
less and rather than tie additional flies I relied on my existing supply.





Fast forward 12 years, when a severe bushfire swept through our valley 
and across our house, destroying all of my fly tying gear and materials and 
all of my fishing gear, except one rod and reel. 

After suffering PTSD from the horrifying experience of having the fire pass 
over me and destroy my business, I totally quite both fishing and fly tying. 

Nine years later, in 2016,  my son, who had been spin fishing since he could 
walk, showed up on my doorstep, requesting that I show him how to fly 
fish. The rest, as they say, is history, recorded for the sake of posterity on 
my instagram page.





This time around, tying quickly became  an obsession, with the amazing 
materials that are available nowadays, materials that quickly filled up, and 
now spill out of, countless boxes, drawers and containers. This notwith-
standing, I am only now beginning to find my path through the mazes of 
the fly tying landscape. 
While I don’t consider myself a commercial tier, my flies have made their 
way around the world to many countries and have caught a lot of fish for 
my happy customers. 

Furthermore, I consider myself a journeyman tier rather than an innovator 
and I have no desire to name any patterns.

My passion is for natural materials, sometimes enhanced in small ways, 
with the fabulous array of synthetics and modern resins available to me. 
I hope you enjoy my flies. 

Greg Liney



Greg Liney



THANK GOD FOR MAYFLIES

From the corner of my eye, I see a little ‘sailboat’ floating 
on the current. My heart skips a few beats, and leaving the 
tackle to itself I crawl back to the edge of the bank. Care-
fully peeking over the edge, I see two more ships sailing 
on the current, and on my left, another four. There is no 
mistake. These beautiful creatures with their wings toge-
ther as a sail are the biggest of all mayflies. This is a hatch! 
A hatch of the one and only Ephemera danica! A hatch 
that only occurs a few days every year. And I am sitting 
front row. From here I can even see the segments on their 
body, as cleary as I have ever seen them on film. As their 
numbers increase, I scream to T.H. ‘Danicas! An enormous 
hatch of danicas!’ And then that empty pool explodes.

from tails of the unexpected (issue Europe 2)

Photo by Fabien Moulin



photo thanks to wallpaperflare.com

For most of us mayflies are nothing less than a gift from God



BUT THERE ARE DAYS...

CLEVELAND 

UNBELIEVABLE: swarm of mayflies near Port Clinton, Ohio!

19 NEWS



Guido Lauff



draad m
agazine is a fantas

tic
 m

ag
az

ine

Guido Lauff

I have been fishing since I was 6 years old. For the last 8 or so years I 
have only fished with flies. Being part of nature is very important to 
me. You might say it is my therapy :)
Fly tying of course is part of this same ‘therapy’, a way to switch off 
and indulge your creativity.

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/guidosflies






Guido Lauff



I have been fishing from a young age, and I’ve fished 
using many different techniques and approaches 
but it wasn’t until 2010 that I discovered fly fishing, 
and I fell in love with it. It quickly became my only 
passion. The following year, with the help of friends, 
I progressed to tying my first flies: both classics and 
moderns.

Ever since, with the help and support of noted tiers from Italy and Europe, I’ve strived to improve myself, 
refining my tying techniques and employing all the tips I could get. I totally immersed myself in this new 
magic world, with a lot of blood, sweat and tears, focusing mostly on the Italian style, of which Francesco 
Palù was a pioneer.

Luca Barosselli

DRAAD

FLY TYING EDITOR

https://www.instagram.com/luca_barosselli/
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My name is Jeffrey Cook. I am married to my beautiful wife Rhiannon, 
and I currently reside in Eagle, Idaho. I started fly fishing and tying 
when I was about 8 years old, learning the fundamentals at that early 
age. when I was 18, I was diagnosed with cancer, so I stopped tying 
pretty much altogether, and didn’t take it up again until about 3 years 
ago. I am 39 now, so I have about 13 cumulative years of tying experi-
ence.

Jeffrey Cook

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/the_fly_designer


Jeffrey Cook











Jeffrey Cook
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My name is Lucas Utrera, I’m 37 years old and I was born in Córdoba, 
Argentina but currently I live in Miami, USA with my wife Angie and 
my little dog Annabel. I’m an industrial designer, art director and, of 
course, passionate about fly tying.

Lucas Utrera

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/utreraflytying


Lucas Utrera













READER TRIP DENMARK SALMON

mailto:info%40weareflyfishing.com?subject=


We’re excited to introduce to you, our readers, our weareflyfishing reader trips.

The idea behind these reader trips is to motivate both beginning and advanced fly anglers to trade their home turf for a few days, for either a different type of water, a different fish species, or even for a different 
way of fly fishing. As a weareflyfishing reader you have two trip options to broaden your fly fishing world: our so-called Do It Yourself, or DIY, trips, and our fully organized, all-inclusive trips.

Our all-inclusive trips are based on three important concepts:
1. A co-operation with professional guides with ample local knowledge.
2. Lodging in accommodations that are entirely geared toward fly anglers. 
3. Fully inclusive listed prices, with the exception of the inward and homebound travel to and from the destination.

DIY trips are adventurous (group) fly fishing expeditions. On these trips, the experience of discovery is paramount. The outward and return journeys are arranged for you, but are not included in the price. What is 
Included are any intermediate crossings and flights (like ferries, and travel over land etc).We travel together as a group, sometimes accompanied by a local guide, and sometimes alone with sufficient information to 
make your trip a success. 
Note: our DIY trips are not comparable with an all-inclusive week away with a fishing buddy and they are certainly not for everyone (most important is the right mindset)Although in my experience more and more 
anglers are enjoying this way of traveling, discovering and fishing.

FOR THIS AUTUMN 2022 A ALL-INCLUSIVE TRIP TO DENMARKS BEST SALMON RIVERS

For our autumn 2022 season, I would like to highlight the 4-day salmon trip to Denmark, where we will fish the Skjern and Varde rivers. 

This trip is an *all-inclusive trip. That is all-inclusive with an asterisk. What about that asterisk, you ask? The asterisk represents the multiple options we have. These options mainly have to do with the inner person, 
i.e. with food. As an example: at one accommodation we have an a la carte restaurant at our disposal, at another location we do not.

Accommodation:
There are several options regarding accommodation. On this trip, depending on the number of bookings and availability, we may stay directly on the Skjern A, at the lodge, or the (salmon) house.
Included in this package is:
Professional guide for 3 days - all permits for the different rivers - *breakfast, lunch and dinner - accommodation (see accommodation possibilities above).
*We have different accommodations available according to your needs, each with its own style and amenities. For example, with option 1 you will eat a la carte in a restaurant every day, and with option two you 
will be on-site catering in the lodge.

Prices vary according to the accommodation and the corresponding facilities.

Excluded:
Travel to and from destination.

Price from € 1095,- pp

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US: INFO@WEAREFLYFISHING.COM

4-DAY READER SALMON TRIP (30 SEPTEMBER - 3 OCTOBER)

SALMON FISHING SKJERN A...

mailto:info%40weareflyfishing.com?subject=


your guide for this trip
hooked a nice fish
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Mario Gonzalez lets us in on the biology of one of the more iconic upwing 
flies – the March Brown. It is a long-time favorite of fly anglers and tiers 
because it is arguably the earliest mayfly to appear after winter, right when 
the trout season starts, it’s easy to imitate and taken with abandon by early 
spring trout. Alas, it was never very common outside the British Isles, the 
birthplace of most of the March Brown imitative patterns, and may be on 
the decline even there. 
Still it is a very important pattern, both from historical perspective, and be-
cause it is so very effective during early season, regardless of the status of 
the natural. We appreciate Mario shedding some light on the background 
of this iconic insect.

Mario Gonzalez

text & artwork

https://www.instagram.com/mgcall


Mario Gonzalez



One of the species of mayflies most valued, and even idealized, by European fishermen is, without a doubt, the March brown (Rhithrogena germanica). Perhaps part of its charm lies in its early ap-
pearance: it appears before the rest of the (seasonal) members of the order Ephemeroptera (with the permission of the Baetis rhodani) and in competition with some stoneflies of the genera Taeni-
opteryx, Brachyptera and Protonemura, popularly known as February Red. Its appearance coinciding with the opening of the fishing season makes us hold it in high esteem since the eagerness of the 
impatient fisherman to put his flies in the water is at its maximum.

Rhithrogena germanica



The main thing is to be clear about the biotope where we can find it. It will generally 
appear in medium-large rivers of medium mountains and plains, always below 1000 
meter altitude, from the Iberian Peninsula to Scandinavia. R. germanica larvae live in 
rapid-flowing waters with a coarse gravel substrate at least 50 cm deep. In their hatching 
phase, they will make several attempts towards the surface until they reach the water 
surface, a very vulnerable and very striking moment for the fish. This emergence occurs 
in successive waves over a period of two to three hours, but it is rare for each wave to 
last more than fifteen minutes.

If we follow a series of simple steps we will be able to know whether an insect we ob-
serve is the mythical brown of March or not. The first thing to know if we are lucky 
enough to witness a hatch of this species is to see if the winged specimens, or subima-
gos, come out from the water surface or, on the contrary, emerge from the shore or 
from emergent vegetation. If we are facing the first situation, always during the months 
of March and April and between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m., we will have already narrowed 
down the possibilities quite a bit, since it is probably an Epeorus sp. or, with a bit of luck, 
R. germanica. The next thing would be to try to capture a specimen or, at least, see it 
up close where we can observe two quite defining characteristics: the first, and clear-
est, is the dark shading of the wing veins; the second is the marks in the form of a dark 
elongated spot on the femurs of the three pairs of legs, a characteristic that it maintains 
since its larval stage.

These illustrations are simply a small tribute and I hope a form of inspiration for the 
riggers who want to imitate this increasingly rare ephemeral. At the beginning of the 
season, we all hope to find them on our fishing day, but the reality is that it is an increa-
singly rare and very short appearance, which with luck can generate good fish activity.

That is why we must consider ourselves very lucky to witness it and admire and appreci-
ate the flight of this magnificent species so loved by fishermen.

Mario Gonzalez











draad m
agazine is a fantas

tic
 m

ag
az

ine

My dad taught me to fly fish for trout when I was 8 years old and it wasn’t 
long after that I first tried my hand at fly tying. My dad had a small tying 
kit he used mostly for saltwater flies that he would fish in the surf around 
the San Francisco Bay Area. Imagine lots of bucktail and size 1/0 hooks! 
He loaned it to me and I cobbled together a couple smaller caddisflies that 
even stocked trout would laugh at. With my dad only tying saltwater flies 
and the internet as  the amazing resource for tyers it is today still some 
years ahead, I learned by copying recipes from library books. However, 
since I'm more of a visual learner I got frustrated quickly. I don't remember 
whether I gave the fly tying kit back or if my dad took it, but I only lasted 
a few months as a tyer! And that was that. Next thing you know, 25 years 
have passed.

Peter Butler

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/flyenvy


Peter Butler





Peter Butler



While Ephemeroptera aren't particularly rare in the Netherlands, fur-and-feather imitations, unlike in adjacent countries, such as Germany, Denmark, Belgium, and certainly the UK, aren't really relevant for our local 
fly fishing. That doesn't mean that you won't catch fish on upwing imitations, but it does mean that it rarely, if ever, happens that fish are preoccupied with specific hatches and species, and therefore not necessary 
to carefully imitate the different stages of that hatch. Most often, a mayfly pattern is just fished as a generic pattern.
 
The most abundant species of Ephemeroptera in the Netherlands are the different species of the Caenis 'complex (angler's curse), and the pond and lake olives (Cloeon dipterum and C. simile). None of these are 
specific enough in either space or time, and distribution, to match them imitatively. Even the trout in our scarce trout streams will more easily be caught using generic searching patterns, most often impressionistic 
sedge imitations. And if they are taking nymphs rather than topwater flies: scuds, damsel- and dragonfly nymphs, sedge larvae, buzzers. And then there's the fancy nymphs with shiny weights and fluorescent co-
lours...
 
But there are exceptions to that rule. With the significant increase in water quality in our major rivers (Rhine, Meuse, IJssel), we've seen a resurgence of 'schoraas', the different species of Ephoron (the White fly or 
pale burrowing mayfly) upwing flies. Schoraas, also known as 'summer snow', is a group of large, white or off-white upwing flies (and they are truly ephemeral - their adult life cycle spans less than 24 hours), that 
emerge during a very short period of the year, usually over not more than a few days, in massive numbers. They start swarming at the beginning of the evening, complete their reproductive cycle during the night, 
and by the next morning the water and banks of their native waters are literally covered with a blanket of dead spinner bodies - as if covered in snow. In 1985 

MATCHING THE HATCH IN FLATLAND
Dr. Henk Verhaar

I experienced such a massive schoraas spinner fall up (very) close, when we were staying on a small municipal campground on the banks of the river Indre in central France. 
During the evening the air was so full of mating insects that it was almost impossible to sit outside your tent. And the next morning, half the campsite was white...

 



Now schoraas had, for all intents and purposes, disappeared from the Netherlands - primarily associated with deteriorating water quality in their main habitats - the medium and large rivers. However, some twenty years 
ago, sporadic reports of schoraas spinner falls (in our case of the species Ephoron virgo) started coming in, first for the river Waal (the continuation of the river Rhine in the Netherlands after the bifurcation that gives rise 
to the rivers Nederrijn and IJssel) around Nijmegen, and then later also for the Nederrijn and IJssel. Nowadays, it is a not uncommon sight in the eastern part of the Netherlands. Not every year will feature heavy spinner 
falls, but the frequency is such that we can safely state that the Ephoron whitefly is back. And these spinner falls can hardly be missed, if you spend any time patrolling the river - which any fly angler worth their salt should 
do on a regular basis...
 
I have no direct knowledge of whether the local fish population (given the types of waters where schoraas occurs, this would comprise at least rudd, roach, orfe and/or asp, possibly also chub) key in on this hatch, but 
whenever there is a fall of summer snow, one would be well advised to go have a look to see whether this is accompanied by any fish activity - preferably surface activity. If you're not directly on the river, you can always 
use the 'waarneming.nl' phenology website to check whether there are any recent observations of large 'schoraas' hatches - start looking around end of July, beginning of August.
 
The March Brown, or Rhithrogena germanica, vroege vlekdij (early spot-thy) in Dutch, is functionally absent in the Netherlands, has been functionally extinct in its toponymous Germany, and is significantly on the decline 
in England, where it used to be an important early upwing fly. While the natural may not be nearly as abundant as it used to be, the artificial still remains an important pattern, since it usually is quite a generic pattern, and 
since the normal occurrence of the March Brown coincides with the opening of the season.
 
Interestingly, in a few spots in the Netherlands, notably the Geul catchment in South Limburgh, including her tributaries (Selzerbeek, Gulp, Mechelderbeek, among others) the closely related Rhithrogena picteti - that was 
recently given the Dutch name 'beekvlekdij' - brook spot-thy (due to the fact that it is usually found in much smaller rivers than Rh. germanica) - is found. Incidentally, the Selzerbeek flows - literally - through my backyard, 
and I see sporadic hatches of Rh. picteti from my back porch every summer. In fact, those observations were the direct trigger for the proposed Dutch species name (long story). In contrast to the March Brown, that can be 
seen in early spring, this insect hatches around early summer, and is usually observed around dinner time. During the hatch period of the beekvlekdij, trout can be regularly caught on a smallish, darkish dry mayfly pattern, 
sizes 14-16, with a brown or rust-brown abdomen, and half a ginger or badger hackle wing (cut away all fibers below the hook shank, making it ride low on the water surface - grease well).
 
If you happen to be in the right place at the right time, and you have access to the fishing (not an issue in the Waal and Nederrijn, but certainly a big issue in the Geul catchment), these are two upwing flies that warrant a 
hatch matching even in the Netherlands...



Dr.Henk Verhaar

The March Brown, or Rhithrogena germanica, vroege 
vlekdij (early spot-thy) in Dutch.
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At the beginning of spring two years ago I said to myself that I would only fish flies 
I tied myself from then on. So I rolled up my sleeves and started to fill up my first 
hometie box with a few classic patterns.

Tomas Skoging

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/tomasskoging_fish_flies_etc


Tomas Skoging

















Tomas Skoging
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BE SOCIAL

A NEW MAGAZINE CAN USE 
ALL THE SUPPORT IT CAN GET. 
ESPECIALLY IF MADE WITHOUT 
ANY BUDGET AND SHARED FOR 
FREE. Thank you in advance

https://www.instagram.com/weareflyfishing


right...copyright...

We get a lot of questions concerning authors rights and copyright. 

It is very simple: everything you find in the magazine is made under 
copyright. This protects us (WAFF) as well as the people who work on 
these issues. So you can not copy anything without permission from the 
publisher. Please contact us if you need more information.

INFO@WEAREFLYFISHING.COM 

mailto:info%40weareflyfishing.com?subject=


draadmagazine@weareflyfishing.com

GET YOUR CUSTOMERS HOOKED



SPECIAL THANKS TO:
SVEND DIESEL

Erik worked with us for a full year. It was my pleasure 
Erik, to have you on the DRAAD team. Tight lines 
where ever you go.

Peter
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