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SPRING IS IN THE AIR

In Dutch, the word ‘spring’ means ‘jump’. And when spring hesitantly shows her silenced face 
from behind the shoulders of winter, that's exactly what we do: jump! Jump for joy.

For this 2022 spring issue of DRAAD we asked our guests to share some of their favorite flies 
for the early season. 

 
Enjoy this issue and enjoy – as much as possible – the  coming spring. 

Have fun and let us know how you feel.

All the best,

Peter Sikking

DRAAD magazine is part of a platform where flytiers can showcase their work



fly tying editor
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Guests for this issue of DRAAD magazine are: 

- Gianluca Capizzi - Gustavo Angel Lindblom - Özgür Işler - Vladimir Glamocak 
- Tomas Skoging - Jeffrey Cook - Fulvio Oliva - Stanton Jack - Christopher Deen 
- Michal Wierzbicki - Guido Lauff - Christian Kirchermeier - Morten Hansen -

GUESTS
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Christian Kirchermeier
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I was six when my father gave me my first fishing rod. I can 
still hear his words, ‘go get some roaches son'. And so I did. 
It started off my interest in angling, and not long after that 
I was targeting carp and catfish and even managed to land 
some really big ones. 
From the age of fourteen I took up fly fishing. This replaced, 
over the years, almost all my other fishing activities. I be-
came really fascinated with both fly fishing and fly tying.

Christian Ziegler-Kirchermeier

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/chris_k_flytying




Tying
After visiting a fly tying school when I was fourteen, tying 
my own flies became very important. For me it is an im-
portant part of the whole fly fishing experience. Is there 
anything better than catching a fish on a fly you tied your-
self?







Here in the south of Bavaria, trout season starts on the 
first of April and the natural food supply is very low at this 
time of year. From time to time we see some March browns 
hatching, but most of the time this happens before the first 
of April.

In the beginning of May we have a massive hatch of Haw-
thorn flies. Driving the fish super crazy. It is the time of the 
year when dry fly fishing actually is at its best. 

Spring
Here in the south of Bavaria, trout season starts on the 
first of April and the natural food supply is very low 
at this time of year. From time to time we see some 
March browns hatching, but most of the time this hap-
pens before the first of April.

In the beginning of May we have a massive hatch of 
Hawthorn flies. Driving the fish super crazy. It is the 
time of the year when dry fly fishing actually is at its 
best. 



3 years ago I started an Instagram page and by doing so a new world of 
possibilities opened up. It is such a pleasure to e-meet people from all 
over the world, getting inspired by their tying.



I wish everybody a very catchy spring. Don’t forget to visit 
my Instagram page once in a while. It would be appreciated.

Christian Ziegler-Kirchermeier



Fabien Moulin

My name is Fabien Moulin and I am 
originally from Switzerland. 
I have lived in Norway for the last 14 years.

My passions are fly fishing and fly tying. 
I have won Gold, Silver, and Bronze Awards in 
the Fly Dressers Guild; I also participated in in-
ternational fly tying contests and ended on the 
podium three times. 

My priorities in fly tying are mastering tech-
niques, history, materials; and of course fishing 
with my own flies…
I sleep, breathe and think fly tying.
Fly tying is fantastic

DRAAD

FLY TYING EDITOR

https://www.instagram.com/fiske_i_marka/


Spring Classics
By Fabien Moulin

Norwegian





SPRING
-The end to a long and cold winter. 
-The end of many hours behind the vise. 
-The sun hesitantly returning after a long and dark winter (Fabien lives in Norway). 
-All the plants, insects and other animals are waking up. 
-Not unimportantly: the ice cover on the lakes melting. 
-An end to hours of dreaming about rising fish.
-Feeling the warmth of the sun again.

All and all spring is filled with hope and excitement .





Flies for spring 
As soon as the ice is gone the first hatches arrive. My go-to flies are small 
mosquito patterns, small dries and buzzers. I also always pack some ants 
and beetles. 
Here in Norway things can go very quick. Almost out of nowhere - due to 
the higher temperature - you suddenly see the first mayflies hatch.
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Fulvio Oliva
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The wonderful valley where I live has inspired in me a pas-
sion about nature from early childhood. This also made me 
take up fishing at a very early age.  I must have been no 
older than five when I first picked up a fishing rod, learning 
the basics by catching trout near my house.

When I was 13 years old I was introduced to fly fishing, and 
I was intrigued from my very first casts. I really fell in love 
with this elegant way of catching a fish. Since then the de-
sire to grow as a fly angler has dictated most of my spare 
time.

Fulvio Oliva

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/fulvio_oliva_flyfishing


fly tying
My fascination for the art of fly tying knows few boundaries. 
This results in dedicating myself to the vice for many evenings. 
Despite my great admiration for the way the classic patterns 
came to see the light of day, I can’t help experimenting. With 
both synthetic and natural products (like homemade dub-
bing). 





Guiding
Last year I attended a course in Trentino and became a fly 
fishing guide. As a guide I hope to  enhance the value of fly 
fishing especially in and around my home town area. 
An additional benefit of being a guide is meeting all kinds of 
people, which is very stimulating, as well as the opportunity 
to travel.





Materials
Hook: Fulling Mill 5065 #14
Thread: Powerthread 50d Textreme
Body: Peacock 
Thorax: Green Hare-Opossum-Squirrel mix Alpine Dubbing
Legs: Partridge.





Fulvio Oliva



INTERVIEW
Ann Kitchener
CEO Semperfli



DRAAD TALK

The company name – Semperfli – is most definitely a name that turns 
heads. Was that the main reason for choosing this name, or is there a 
story behind it? 

There is definitely a conscious decision behind the name Semperfli. We 
are hugely respectful to the Latin phrase Semper Fidelis which means al-
ways faithful, always loyal and is the motto of the Marines. It is a commit-
ment to their success and distinguishes the bond developed and shared 
between all Marines. For us, adapting the phrase to Semperfli, we recog-
nise and commit our loyalty and dedication to fly tying whilst recognising 
the bond we as fly tyers share. 

Nowadays it is quite common for manufacturers to sell directly to consu-
mers. Semperfli on the other hand chooses not to do this. Why is this?

You are right that Semperfli works with the world’s very best partners for 
the sale of our materials around the world. We have made a conscious de-
cision not to sell direct and to work via our trade channels instead. Having 
established such a wide international partner network, we prefer to sup-
port and work with our trade partners instead of competing directly with 
them. In our experience our trade partners appreciate this. By supporting 
our international partners means we are able to address a diverse range of 
markets with their local knowledge and language. This means that markets 
far and wide are taken care of in local shops. We have plenty of dealers 
who trade online too for those who want the convenience of mail order. 
We do offer a service on our website where tyers can ask where they can 
buy our materials and we put them in direct contact with a partner in their 
area for a complete end to end service. We also engage in direct conversa-
tion with tyers on email and social media for any support they may require 
– we really enjoy this. The highest levels of customer service is very im-
portant to us. 



Most modern-day companies proclaim to have a vision. Does Semperfli have one and if so what is it? And probably more 
interestingly, if not, why not?

We absolutely have a clear vision for our Company. 
We base Semperfli on four cornerstones;
1. Passion – a dedication to produce specialist materials designed specifically for fly tying 
2. Quality – is paramount in all our materials produced throughout the manufacturing journey. From dying to a pantone 
reference number for colour consistency, to bespoke computer controlled spooling machinery providing a beautiful spool 
with its ‘touching turns’ (no knots or tangles on a Semperfli spool) or the professional secure spool labels, means tyers can 
rely on Semperfli products
3. Innovation - since its inception in 2010 Semperfli has had a loyal focus on technical research and development from de-
signing bespoke machinery to developing unique materials and finding ways of making them perfect for the fly tyer
4. Customer Service – Semperfli is devoted to doing its best for its customers and tyers worldwide, offering unrivalled 
customer care.
Semperfli has a dedicated team of people in house that make this happen. This work is undertaken with pride and a keen 
eye for detail – all designed to ensure that tyers worldwide are proud to use Semperfli materials. 



You sell almost 1300 products. Which of these are you the most 
proud of?

A lot of people would expect us to say the top selling GSP thread 
Nano Silk here. We are absolutely very proud of it of course as 
its such a great thread. But our Classic Waxed Thread is the one I 
would highlight as the one we are most proud of. For what peo-
ple might consider an every day, traditional thread, the research 
and development that went into this thread was phenomenal.  
The results speak for themselves I think as it now has such a 
huge following worldwide – people are converting to it in their 
droves. 
So here is what we did so you can learn more about the differen-
tiators when working with Semperfli. 
Our dedicated R&D team first researched other manufacturers 
thread under 1000x magnification microscopes to fully under-
stand their makeup. It also gave them a clear vision on what they 
did not want from our thread and meant they could start the 
construction process. We wanted a thread that splits easily, lays 
flat and was strong. 
Thread is made like strands of spaghetti. First plastic is melted 
then it is extruded or pushed through holes. It is then stretched 
thinner and thinner and joined together. The faster the polyester 
is joined together then it melts as it joins while it is hotter. 
Polyester threads from other companies were difficult to split as 
they were too highly twisted and combined too quickly melting 
together so much more difficult to split for dubbing loops. Our 
base material was obvious. It had to be polyester as it had long 
been used in fly tying as a thread but our team were determined 
to make a better thread. 



To get a thread that splits easily we had to extrude and then 
create two twists which come together when reasonably cool so 
they bond lightly. Those two twists then come together as a sin-
gle thread when very cool and can be twisted. In being cool they 
don’t bond so can still be split for dubbing loops. As two strands 
they can lay flatter than a single would certainly compared to 
those tighter bonded historic threads. Like steel howsers on a 
suspension bridge getting the right amount of twist would give 
the thread additional strength. 
Truth be known, we developed a thorough test to establish just 
how much wax should be added to the thread. At first we took 
a competitors thread and looped it around a hook 6 times. We 
then unwound it 1 turn at a time to find out at which point the 
thread would no longer grip itself. The result for  the competitors 
thread was 4 turns. So we set ourselves a task of putting suffi-
cient wax on our thread to hold with 3 turns without clogging the 
bobbin! And we achieved this. 
That’s why our Classic Waxed Thread is stronger than other com-
parable polyester threads and why it is the choice of tyers world-
wide. Add in the huge consistent colour range and how beau-
tifully it is spooled so there are no knots, tangles or birds nest 
when using it and you have a thread that can be relied upon! 
And that is why we are super proud of our Classic Waxed Thread!

What is, or are,  your best selling item(s), and why you think that 
is?

Nano Silk is up there as a top selling thread but so is the Clas-
sic Waxed Thread we have just mentioned. However our Kapok 
Dubbing is proving very successful too. People have been looking 
for such a unique dubbing as Kapok for a long time and our R&D 
team have successfully managed to dye and dry it to the highest 
standard. Kapok is the ultimate in dubbing as it is so very buoy-
ant – indeed it is known as life jackets for flies! Kapok is a natu-
ral hollow fibre that when dubbed into split thread it retains its 
buoyancy and will help your dry flies float better than any other 
natural dubbing. And it is half the thickness of superfine dub-
bing!
 



If there are fly tiers that read this who would like to be 
on the Semperfli pro team, how would they proceed?

We are so proud of our wonderful international Pro Team, we 
are a family and work very closely together. Our team members 
really are the creme de la creme of the fly tying world. 
It is fair to say that we get a lot of enquiries for people to join 
our team and we welcome such passion and enthusiasm. If 
anyone feels they meet the criteria to join our team they are 
welcome to email protyers@semperfli.net to introduce them-

selves

Can every fly shop become a Semperfli dealer?

Our goal at Semperfli is to make sure that tyers around the 
globe have as wide an access as possible to our materials so 
having the right partners in all the right places is very important 
to us. We welcome contact from fly shops who are interested in 
becoming a Semperfli partner via contacting our Head Office at 

sales@semperfli.net 

If I have a fly business how could I meet up with Semperfli in person? 

Best thing to do is contact Semperfli Head Office at sales@semperfli.net or call 

00 44 1757 333001 so we can discuss how best to progress any trade queries. 

Do you have a social media channel?

Social media are very important to us at Semperfli and we have active channels:
• Instagram @semperfli_flytying
• Facebook @semperfli
• Twitter @semperfli

We hope people enjoy following our posts and those of our Pro Team too. 

Where can our readers find the nearest Semperfli stockist?

Semperfli has dealers in pretty much most of the world and the dealer network is 
growing all the time. If anyone needs assistance in finding their nearest stockist, our 
sales team at Head Office can put tyers and dealers in touch with each other with 
pleasure: sales@semperfli.net

There is also the ‘I Want To Buy’ service on our site at www.semperfli.net

SEMPERFLI

MAKE SURE TO VISIT THE SEMPERFLI INTERACTIVE TYING GUIDE/CATALOGUE AT:

https://semperfli.us/catalog OR USE THIS LINK!

mailto:sales%40semperfli.net%20?subject=
mailto:sales%40semperfli.net?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/semperfli_flytying
https://www.facebook.com/semperfli
https://www.twitter.com/semperfli
mailto:sales%40semperfli.net?subject=
https://www.semperfli.net
https://semperfli.us/catalog


SEMPERFLI

Guido Lauff
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Guido Lauff

I have been fishing since I was 6 years old. For the last 8 or so years I 
have only fished with flies. Being part of nature is very important to 
me. You might say it is my therapy :)
Fly tying of course is part of this same ‘therapy’, a way to switch off 
and indulge your creativity.

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/guidosflies














Guido Lauff



Ugly flies that catch fish

Ugly

If you look at the flies people show on social media you might just get the idea that 
only perfectly tied flies will catch fish. But nothing could be further from the truth. I 
would almost go so far as to argue that the opposite is much more likely: the uglier 
your fly the better it attracts fish. Nonsense of course, but you will certainly agree 
with me that now and then we cannot but wonder what it is that lures a fish to a fly 
that has been chewed to threads. Hence my idea for this new section: ugly flies that 
catch fish.

text, tying and photography

Peter Sikking

"I would almost go so far as to argue that the opposite is much more 
likely: the uglier your fly the better it attracts fish"

As I have mentioned in the past, I can tie a decent enough fly for normal use. Some 
days I am even rather pleased with myself, but these are dwarfed by the days I can’t 
seem to get into the flow. At such times, even a decent dram won’t get me on track. 
And when there is more drinking than tying, you might just end up with this (image 
right). Does this bother the fish? I don't think so :)



Surely not the prettiest fly around
Nevertheless it works in almost all seasons 
and as an imitation from Baetis spent spin-
ners to daddy longlegs.



Ugly fly recipe:

Hook: Daiichi klinkhamer size 16
Body: Antron dubbing
Wing: Deer hair
Hackle: CDC spun in a dubbing loop



I have been fishing from a young age, and I’ve fished 
using many different techniques and approaches 
but it wasn’t until 2010 that I discovered fly fishing, 
and I fell in love with it. It quickly became my only 
passion. The following year, with the help of friends, 
I progressed to tying my first flies: both classics and 
moderns.

Ever since, with the help and support of noted tiers from Italy and Europe, I’ve strived to improve myself, 
refining my tying techniques and employing all the tips I could get. I totally immersed myself in this new 
magic world, with a lot of blood, sweat and tears, focusing mostly on the Italian style, of which Francesco 
Palù was a pioneer.

Luca Barosselli

DRAAD

FLY TYING EDITOR

https://www.instagram.com/luca_barosselli/


Hook: Fulling Mill 5065 #18
Body: foam & GULFF Fly Fishing minuteman
Legs: SWISSCDC South America fur
Thorax: fine chamois & kapok
Wings: poly & angelina
Thread : Textreme power thread



Hook: Fulling Mill 1505 #12
Body: SWISSCDC edition
Underwing: SWISSCDC cdc
Wings: Partridge
Thorax: SWISSCDC chamois & arctic fur
Antennae: SWISSCDC chamois
Thread: Textreme power thread 50 denier
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My name is Gianluca. I was born in Cortona, a small town 
in Tuscany. I set my first fly fishing steps in 1995 in a small 
stream that runs a few meters from my home. After several 
years of fly fishing I discovered fly tying and became even 
more passionate about fly fishing in general.

Gianluca Capizzi

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/gianlucacapizzi






I am a self-taught fly tier, and I had to get all my inspiration 
from books and magazines, in my initial years. Over the 
years my interest in fly tying has not weakened -  actually 
quite the opposite happened. I found myself more and 
more drawn to it. And I still try to improve my technique 
with every fly I tie. 







I hope to think that this was at least somewhat successful: in 
2019 I participated in, and won, the Bisenzio trophy. 
I mainly love dry fly fishing but that does not keep me from using 
other techniques (streamer and nymph). For some years now I 
have moved to northern Europe, mainly Norway and Sweden, 
where I found many wonderful places and wild fish.

Bisenzio trophy



Gianluca Capizzi



HOOKED

In this edition of HOOKED we feature the 
Gamakatsu F314

The F314 is an all-purpose hook I use, in 6 and 
8, for seatrout. Shrimp or baitfish imitations, 
the F314 will do the job.

The F314 is a forged hook with a curved shank 
with a extra sharp hookpoint. With a wide gap 
to allow easy hooking. Not unimportantly, the 
F314 is very reasonably priced.

Available in all common sizes.

GAMAKATSU F314 



Gustavo Angel Lindblom
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I started fishing as a young lad, at the age of 4. My father, 
as well as my grandfather, have been fishing fanatics for 
as long as I can remember, and they both took me on 
fishing trips in fresh, and in saltwater. 
I fished for Drum fish on several coasts, for Golden 
Dorado and Wolf fish in South America, Argentina and 
Uruguay, but even so, trout have a special place in my 
heart, despite having fished for all these great tropical 
species.
With the passing of the years, my interest in fishing only 
grew. When I was about 14, I got very interested in fly 
fishing, and this has been my main focus ever since. 
I head out with a fly rod 2 to 4 times a month. 

Gustavo Angel Lindblom

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/angelflyfishingstories






Leaping forward in time finds me here, at an age of 33 years. I 
started to tie my own flies 6 years ago. I read a lot of books about 
fly tying and have been very fortunate to be able to put it to 
practice all over the globe. Still, the best fishing I ever had is right 
here at home. The Swedish mountains can offer some wonderful 
fishing. With one single drawback: weather conditions need to 
be perfect-a storm in the middle of the day can ruin everything. 

HOME SWEET HOME





My good friend and mentor Joachim Wallin (we 
did an article together for Sweden's premier fly 
fishing magazine about Arctic char in the tundra) 
is a real old fox when it comes to fly fishing. He is 
also the reason that I have achieved what I have 
in fly tying. 

Next to Joachim, there is Anton. Anton accom-
panies us to the end of the earth and back when 
it comes to fishing trips. Although he mostly 
drinks beer with a goodly wad of  ‘snus’ under his 
lip, he is the sort of companion you really want to 
have at your side, out in the field.

FRIENDS



Gustavo Angel Lindblom

If fishing were only about catching fish, I would have given it up 
a long time ago. The passion for fishing is in my DNA and it will 
be passed on to my son, so he can take over my rod when I can't 

wander around the tundra anymore.



The Hermit Company









The Hermit Company is a crew of fly fishermen. They realized that life by and in the river is all they'll 
ever need. A shared love for fly fishing, the great outdoors and good country music brought these 
would-like-to-be outlaws together. They founded Hermit as a platform to express their values and 
stories to fellow anglers. Their goal is to entertain, help and educate.

The Palmer

The Palmer is our handheld fly tying vise. We at Hermit want you to be able to tie anywhere, anytime. 
Whether in the comfort of your home, on the train to your next fly fishing adventure, or by the river 
when you really want to match the hatch.

The Hermit boys

The Hermit Company

WEBSITE

https://www.hermitcompany.com


Jeffrey Cook



draad m
agazine is a fantas

tic
 m

ag
az

ine

My name is Jeffrey Cook. I am married to my beautiful wife Rhiannon, 
and I currently reside in Eagle, Idaho. I started fly fishing and tying 
when I was about 8 years old, learning the fundamentals at that early 
age. when I was 18, I was diagnosed with cancer, so I stopped tying 
pretty much altogether, and didn’t take it up again until about 3 years 
ago. I am 39 now, so I have about 13 cumulative years of tying experi-
ence.

Jeffrey Cook

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/the_fly_designer








As I am just getting back into the scene, I’m new 
to modern approaches to tying, even with the 
years of experience that I have. I wouldn’t say 
I have a specific style, but I really like to focus 
on fundamentals and clean tying, regardless of 
what pattern I’m tying. 
I’m highly critical of myself, so I always strive to 
Improve my techniques every time I sit down 
at the vise. I am definitely on a quest to tie ‘the 
perfect fly’. I don’t think such a thing exists, but 
the journey is what keeps me striving to learn 
and improve.

BACK ON TRACK





I share my passion by teaching people how to 
tie, which I enjoy almost as much as tying my-
self. I spend a lot of my time helping tyers that 
are in the early stages of learning. I think that 
this industry can be so overwhelming that it 
is important to share as much information as 
possible, in the hope to inspire. The feeling you 
get when executing a new technique or learning 
a new trick is why we all keep coming back, so 
I feel that sharing is an integral part of growing 
the art. 

SHARING

Jeffrey Cook





Michal Wirzbicki
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Fly fishing in early spring in Poland can be very challenging. 
The water is still very cold and usually not sufficiently clear. 
Under these conditions it can be very difficult to outsmart 
fish; any fish. I always recommend using streamers during 
those early-season days. Usually a combination of darker 
colours and some fluorescent additives works well. 

When the days get warmer it can be a good idea to tie on a 
wet fly. A March brown (male as well as female, both with 
wings and without), a black Zulu or a black Pennel can be 
very successful. It is worth trying them as a dropper for 
example in a setup with a small streamer, or as a classic 
double combination.

Michal Wierzbicki

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/michalmwfly


"My spring fly box also always contain 
some worm imitations. These work 
especially well on those early spring 
days".



Other flies that are worth keeping in your (spring) box are 
certain types of nymphs. Personally I am a big fan of simple 
patterns. I often use a pheasant tail variant or a march brown 
lookalike nymph. 



Last but not least I use caddis larva patterns. Both cased and 
caseless. Mostly as an anchor fly but they catch more than their 
fair share of fish. To improve visibility in murky water all my 
nymphs have contrasting colours.



During early spring nymph fishing 
I use a free leading technique. This 
means that the nymph must be able 
to float freely and in equal rhythm 
with the deeper current, i.e. slo-
wer than the surface current. For 
this, you’ll need to actively slow the 
nymph down; making sure that only 
your mono leader is on, and in the 
water, helps a lot. It is necessary, at 
this time of year, to fish your nymph 
deep, as the  fish are not really very 
active after spawning and winter, and 
show a lack of aggression.





Michal Wirzbicki

On a warm March day, you may actually see some 
hatches of March browns. These hatches often 
translate into a little surface activity. My choice for 
these days would be a dry march brown male or 
female on hook sizes 10 and 12.





Morten Hansen
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My name is Morten Hansen. A factory worker turned photographer, 
filmmaker, youtuber and social media expert. All because of fly tying 
and fly fishing. 
I´m 37 years old and have been in this game for only 8 years or so, so I 
am definitely still learning. I live just north of the Danish/German bor-
der, and most of the time you can find me on the coast of southern 
Denmark. 
During summer I like to go to Sweden for a little dry fly action, and my 
love for photography and filming brought me to Greenland for arctic 
char (which was amazing). I made a film about this experience that you 
can check out on YouTube. You can find me on socials under the alias 
‘Coastfly’. 

Morten Hansen

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/coastfly




Although spring isn´t my favorite fishing season when it comes to catching 
coastal seatrout -  it actually takes second place* - it is definitely the time of 
year when you can get the most action. 

When they return from their spawning grounds, seatrout (and that includes 
the fish that didn’t migrate up to these spawning grounds in the first place) 
are not only hard to find, but also very aware there is nothing much to eat. 
The available food sources are very low. This all changes in spring. You could 
even say they come out of hibernation with the rising temperatures; and they 
need to fill their stomachs really fast. Planning a seatrout trip for the first 
months of spring can lead to the most epic seatrout fishing of the whole year. 
That is why we call it ‘Bonanza fishing’. 

*The reason why it comes in second place is that the fish are still a bit 
coloured at this time and a little bit skinny. Every once in a while you do get 
a nice silver bar in between, so it is not really a complaint – more of a luxury 
problem. :-D 

Bonanza fishing





In my opinion in spring the fly choice is not that important. As 
I mentioned, the fish are hungry and need to fatten up before 
they once again head up the rivers. So my flybox for spring 
is filled with just about anything a seatrout is willing to eat. 
Over the year I like to use the following flies:

Shrimp:
You need shrimp. Always. Shrimp are on the menu 80% of the 
time. I am a shrimp fishing fly angler!

Flies



Baitfish and sand eels:
If there are sand eels around or a plethora of small baitfish, 
where I am fishing, I will of course ditch the shrimp and go for 
eel or baitfish imitations. 

Small flies:
If nothing works but you have seen seatrout following your 
fly, or you have seen them hunting but they are not taking 
your fly, you should scale down. Small fry or scuds can be a 
game-changer in such circumstances. But again, during spring 
a hungry seatrout will hit just about anything.

Morten Hansen





Özgür Işler 
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My name is Özgür Işler and I’m 44 years old. I have been fishing, under 
the supervision of my best fishing buddy – my father, since I was a little 
boy. 
Later in life, I discovered fly fishing, and fly tying, which really changed 
my perspective on fishing, nature and even life.

Özgür Işler 

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/oz.flytying


Fly tying
Fly tying can take me to what I describe as a totally different 
dimension. Sitting behind a vice I am no longer only tying 
flies, I am already fishing them. Drifting away further with 
every wrap I make. Already making memories of fishing days 
which may never occur.



Inspiring
I always try to inspire people I meet to take up fly fishing. 
By telling them what fly fishing brought me, I hope they 
too get enthusiastic and give it a try.



Materials:
Body: stretch nymph skin from j:son
Legs: goose biots 
Overbody: fine dubbing (Semperfli)
Eyes: nylon fishing line, melted at both ends
Antennae: deer hair. 



Özgür Işler



fly fishing youth camp
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE: TRAVELWITHCASTAWAY.COM

https://www.travelwithcastaway.com


Stanton Jack
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Stanton Jack is a professional classical guitarist and head of the Guitar and 
Harp Department of the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra's School of Music. 
An accomplished fly tyer, Stanton applies the same dedication and attention 
to detail to his flies as he does in his music career.  
Stanton grew up in Kamloops, B.C., where he spent countless days fly fishing 
the lakes and rivers in the surrounding area. In his mid-teens, Stanton became 
an active fly tyer and started designing trout fly patterns to match the hatches 
he observed on his local waters. 
Since then, the art of fly tying and fly fishing for trout has been his true pas-
sion.  Stanton uses various tying techniques and materials, both old and new, 
within his design process. A meticulous fly tyer, Stanton's patterns almost look 
too good to fish with. Almost!

Stanton Jack

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/vanflyfishing












Stanton Jack





Tomas Skoging
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- short story of my as of yet short tying life -

At the beginning of spring two years ago I said to myself that I would only fish flies 
I tied myself from then on. So I rolled up my sleeves and started to fill up my first 
hometie box with a few classic patterns.

At that time, it were just a couple of Streaking Caddises, E12s, Dyret, Superpuppas 
and a few scruffy looking Adamses, nothing fancy. But they all got me into great fish. 
I had a fantastic summer that year, up north in Sweden, with this basic box. Catching 
fish on something I had tied myself was very satisfying and rewarding; it elevated 
fishing to another level. I felt that a circle was closing.

Tomas Skoging

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/tomasskoging_fish_flies_etc




How could something made out of a clump of hair, some feathers, 
and a length thread be so beautiful? I wanted to master all the ma-
terials and techniques available, in as short a time as possible, to 
successfully imitate these sophisticated creatures - insects. 
I sucked up all the Youtube videos I could find, and started fee-
ling like a drug addict when I bought tons of tying materials. I felt 
impelled to try all feathers in every possible colour. I needed to 
feel, for myself, the difference between all these types of hair and 
dubbing. And I needed to try all those shapes and brands of hooks 
available.

It started to completely absorb me

How could something made out of a clump of hair, some feathers, and a 
length thread be so beautiful.



A FEW TIPS

PHOTOGRAPHY
text, tying, photography: Peter Sikking

It wasn’t long before I started to question these ties and tech-
niques. Every expert out there said different things. A streaking 
caddis could be tied in a dozen of different ways. And if I didn't fol-
low this specific, exact recipe, I was guaranteed never to catch fish. 
Confusing, to put it mildly. 
It’s a bit like asking Italian housewives how to make the best ragu 
Bolognese: you’ll get a different answer every time, but they are 
all delicious. F**k this, I thought; I really don’t believe fish will care 
whether the dubbing on this fly is olive-green or light brown. I’ll 
follow my own instincts and cook my own Bolognese so to speak.

Bolognese



But who am I to question all those good old patterns? They certain-
ly stood the test of time, have been perfected from a tying per-
spective (certainly those that have been tied professionally), and 
each one of them has decades of successfully fooling fish rooting 
for them. But why are they tied like they are? Moreover, tying up 
a dozen elk hair caddis flies did not really satisfy me. Was there a 
way to have more fun?

On the other hand



Since childhood I’ve been attracted to the world of tiny 
things, and I loved to watch life through a magnifying 
glass. Today I have a creative background in design and 
film, and my eyes are always attracted to aesthetic things 
in life, so tying flies aligns perfectly with my personality. 
When I’m sitting behind my vise I love to play around 
with patterns, to shape the caddis’ cone silhouette or 
the fragile beauty of a mayfly.

Tiny





Keeping a balance between form and functionality is essential. 
I love the illusion of these light-weighted creatures but at the 
same time they should be 100% functional. When you are on 
the river on a beautiful day and you see that perfect rise you 
need to be able to trust your flies. Maybe you only get one 
shot at it and that little fly out there needs a flawless drift. It 
might look great on Instagram but if it is a downer in the wa-
ter, I would never forgive myself.

It is all about balance



Tomas Skoging

Everything I tie is intended for throwing into, or onto the water. I don’t tie flies for display. I can spend days of blood, sweat and tears trying to come up with an imitation of a specific species. But in the end, 
once I have cracked the code, the resulting pattern should be easy to tie.

I'm still relatively unexperienced when it comes to both tying flies and fishing them, so there still is a lot of guessing here. The season is so damned short and I have too many flies that need to be river-tested. 
But I try to balance my box with a mix of unbeaten classics and my own homemade versions. This is bound to be a life-long journey so I guess there still is plenty of time to explore and improve. And it is an 
bottomless pit of fun, so c’mon, let's jump head-first into this rabbit hole!

The rabbit hole





Vladimir Glamocak
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I live on the banks of the beautiful and mighty Danube river, where, as a 
young boy, I fell in love with fishing. Growing up I always looked for new 
challenges (in life as well as in fishing). Unfortunately there are no rapid 
and clear fly fishing streams where I live, so that is probably why I didn’t 
move up to fly fishing until the fourth decade of my life.

Fly fishing is truly relaxing for me. Not only the act itself – the movement 
of the fly rod and line in the air -  but even without actually fishing, just 
wandering around in nature with a fly rod at hand. Every day out is spe-
cial and creates new memories...

Vladimir Glamocak

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/panfly_flytying






When I just started fly fishing, I always had this nagging feeling that 
I wasn’t a complete fly angler. So I took the next step and started to 
tie my own flies. It immediately won me over. Today, tying flies and 
fishing them with a fly rod are inseparable. It’s still a special feeling to 
deceive a fish on a fly homemade. It became my biggest hobby and 
my greatest passion.









Nowadays I find myself constantly researching and trying out 
new areas and rivers, at the same time trying to improve my 
fly fishing techniques. And the same holds for fly tying. 
Because of the enormous amount of new and different ma-
terials we have available today, there are no boundaries 
when it comes to varying. For example: combining natural 
and artificial materials and actually putting the finished pro-
duct to the test is just one of the many great aspects of fly 
fishing.

Vladimir Glamocak





Christopher Deen
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Christopher was born and raised in Toronto, Ontario, and has been fishing his local rivers 
since the tender age of 10 (with a small hiatus in his mid-to-late teens because he was 
(obviously)  too cool to skool.
 
Christopher
It wasn’t until my early twenties that I picked up my first fly rod; but since then, there’s 
been no turning back. I kicked it into high gear and went straight into freak-fanatic 
mode, once I learned that I could make myself the very same flies I was buying at local 
shops and big box stores. I could tell the story of the first fish I caught on a fly of my own 
a million times with the same enthusiasm, every time.   

Once I became a father, however, my entire outlook changed. I had a responsibility, a 
drive, a motivation to teach my son, and eventually a second son, the importance and 
beauty of fly fishing. To respect and appreciate this ever-evolving sport and hobby, and 
treat it with pride and passion. 
Fly tying, like fly fishing, is my yoga, a way to disconnect from everything and everyone. 
It’s vital to a balanced life, so if I can help even one person find their ‘yoga', all of this 
has been worth it.  

Christopher Deen

text, tying and photography

https://www.instagram.com/troutfreak


Pheasant Tail Stonefly
Early spring means early steelhead! Migrating steel-
head come into the rivers hungry, but then start 
looking for places to spawn, when they can go for 
a very long time without truly eating. The pheasant 
tail stonefly sports, in my opinion, a unique com-
bination of everything that appeals to a steelhead; 
a large silhouette, and chunky, buggy, large legs to 
move water, triggering the fish’s lateral lines. The 
natural colours used I believe also play a factor.  

Thread: Black 70D UTC
Hook: Togens streamer hook, size 8
Bead: Togens 3.8 mm matte black tungsten
Tail / Legs / Antennae: Black rubber Sili legs
Rib: Medium copper Ultra wire
Abdomen / Thorax: Natural squirrel dub
Back / Wing Case: Pheasant tail



Stimulator
An overall great spring pattern. During 
winter run-off, there’s a large variety of 
insects and worms. The Stimulator works 
great because it’s something different, 
and on the surface at that. Combined with 
the fish’s increased metabolism, this can 
result in some very aggressive strikes!

Thread: Black 70D UTC
Hook:  AHREX FW530 Sedge Dry, size 12
Tail: Bleached elk hair
Hackle: Rooster in colour dun
Abdomen: Superfine dubbing, fluorescent 
chartreuse
Under-Wing: Rainbow Crystal Flash
Wing: Bleached elk hair
Head: Superfine dubbing, fluorescent orange



Gammarus

Whether you refer to them as scuds, 
gammarus, crustaceans, or freshwa-
ter shrimp, these patterns serve as a 
primary food source for trout. Due to 
their resiliency, they can survive a va-
riety of environments and never hatch 
into dry fly form. 
You'll want to tie these in the sizes 
and colors that match your body of 
water, so be sure to flip over some 
rocks and see what your local trout 
are eating. 

Thread: Black 70D UTC 
Hook: Togens scud hook, size 14 
Tail & Antenna: Pheasant tail dyed green
Rib: XS chartreuse ultra-wire 
Legs: Olive grizzly hackle
Shell Back: Pink scud back, topped with 2 layers 
of UV resin.



Christopher Deen



PHOTO PETER SIKKING
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BE SOCIAL

https://www.weareflyfishing.com/subscribe


BE SOCIAL
A NEW MAGAZINE CAN USE ALL THE SUPPORT IT CAN GET.

ESPECIALLY IF MADE WITHOUT ANY BUDGET AND SHARED FOR FREE!
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE. 

https://www.instagram.com/weareflyfishing


right...copyright......

We get a lot of questions concerning authors rights and copyright. 

It is very simple: everything you find in the magazine is made under 
copyright. This protects us (WAFF) as well as the people who work on 
these issues. So you can not copy anything without permission from the 
publisher. Please contact us if you need more information.

INFO@WEAREFLYFISHING.COM 

mailto:info%40weareflyfishing.com?subject=


draadmagazine@weareflyfishing.com
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