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Salmon
I never understood why anyone would take two weeks off from work to fish for salmon, only to return
home empty-handed. On the other hand, I can’t deny there is some mystical appeal to it all. The long
two-handed rods, the specialized casting techniques and of course the salmon itself.
Personally, I am an absolute novice when it comes to fly fishing for salmon and that actually was the
main trigger to try and make a special issue about salmon fishing with a fly.
It hasn’t been an easy delivery though. I screwed up the first lay-out by depicting the wrong salmon
species on the front page. Luckily there are some people out there who do know a lot about salmon
and the whereabouts of all the different species.
Because this is also a Christmas special, we decided to make a double edition: both a DRAAD and WAFF
magazine in one. I hope you will enjoy this magazine. Let us know what you think and how you feel.
All the best and tight lines for 2022 wherever you are,

Peter Sikking

all the best for 2022
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Kasper Fosser

Some of you know I grew up with photography.
And although I didn't pick up a camera until way in my thirties, I think I can recognize talent. This being said, it is my
pleasure to introduce Kasper Fosser to you. read more

Igi Slavik

I always loved fishing. Ever since I was a boy. Of course I
started out in the classic style, with a long rod and a float,
sitting stationary on a small chair. But I was always fascinated by fly fishing. With sacred reverence ... read more eir
graceful loops with their rods…

Lucas Lönegren

I was born and raised among glacially carved rivers and lakes
in the pristine wilderness of Vermont’s 'Northeast Kingdom'.
The town I grew up in had 300 year-round residents and expanded in summers to 600, as Ivy League professors and their
families would 'summer' on the ... read more

Marc André Laubscher

Fly fishing, for some a religion, for others an escape or even
a sport. It became an important part of my life, from a young
age. A life in which it would be hard to imagine not to fly fish.
read more

Lukasz Stanczuk

Marita Fjellstad

The last stretch of the Radomka river, ca. 25 kilometres, is my
favourite part. Here the river meanders through forests and
meadows, all the way to its confluence with the Vistula, the
longest and largest river in Poland. read more

I was born in a small village in Norway which is surrounded by
mountains, lakes and rivers. Although I grew up with fishing, I
started fly fishing quite late (in my adulthood). From the start
I became interested in one- and two-handed casting, but always as a recreational player... read more

Peter Christensen

As a kid, I was told that sea run browns don’t feed when they
enter freshwater from the salt. That was common knowledge, and it had a tremendous impact on my, and most other
anglers, approach to strategies when targeting sea runners.
read more

André Miegies

A few days before André visited me in Norway, I accompanied
some French fishermen who successfully caught some nice
grayling as well as some decent perch. read more
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Álvaro G. Santillán

For me traveling is an exercise in humility, and often takes a certain amount of courage. It is a game in which we always have to
venture into the unknown and accept that, in that area, we are
all the same...read more

Chris Murphy

Trout Power is an organization that is based in upstate New
York. It was founded in 2012 by Jordan Ross. The organization
became a nonprofit (501 C3) organization in 2017. read more

Igi Slavik

Many people ask me who it is that is taking pictures of me
when I’m fishing? My answer of course is “no one”.
On more than 90% of my trips I am alone, and even when I
am not alone, ... read more

read more

Jake Semons

Some of my earliest memories are of hitting the road in my
grandpa’s old Dodge Cummins, and cruising to some new different fish hole. Slowly. Very slowly. He’d religiously drive...
read more

Mark Usyk

Juan José Ayestarán

I’m casting for all I’m worth, giving it all I’ve got. I don’t know
what pattern I’ve got tied on; I just keep casting. The fly never touches the water. I’m struggling. My fly line shoots out
over... read more

It all started with a telephone call with an invitation to join
Pepe and Paci to lake Carrera. Lago Carrera is a big lake, which
holds immense trout. But as we all know... read more
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Trent Jones

I feel very fortunate to be able to spend most of my time
in the vicinity of water. Water usually means fish, and fish
means the opportunity to use a fly rod. What more can you
ask for? read more...

Bob Mallard

Volkmar Strikkers

For decades, fish conservation has been trout-centric. It has
also been wild-centric, not native-centric. Both of these positions ignore the fact that there are many species of fish in
need of conservation read more...

Being only a part time flyfisher, mainly dark-siding with ‘them
devil’s rods’, I surely do not consider myself a specialist. However...read more

John Bond

I grew up in a fly fishing family; consequently I fished throughout my childhood. As an adult I have been a fly fishing guide
for many, many years in the fly fishing Mecca of Montana.
read more...

Rok Lustrik

I am fortuned to live and guide in Slovenia which is, in all
modesty, a prime location for big salmonids. Even larger than
the grand marble trout, the Hucho hucho or huchen (Danube
salmon) is...read more...

Thomas van Schendel

Tarpon, also known as the Silver King of the tropical seas. This
fish has truly achieved Regal status and cannot be compared
to any other sport fish. Its large silvery scales,...read more...

Marek Sidor

On Gran Canaria, there are several landscaped reservoirs –
their construction going back all the way to Spanish dictator
Franco that supply the tomato plantations providing...read
more...
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fltr: Christtoffer Krysciak - Peter Butler - Heinz Zoldi - Evengii Borovin - Christian Trilken

Evgenii Borovin

Evgenii Borovin spent most of his early childhood summers
fishing with his grandfather the ‘old-fashioned’ way; with a
rod and a float. It was only four years ago that Evengii discovered fly fishing read more

Heinz Zöldi

I started fishing together with my dad, at the age of 6. We
would head out to some nearby water almost every weekend.
I can still remember the first fish I caught by myself. It was a
little perch, but big enough to remember. read more

Peter Butler

My dad taught me to fly fish for trout when I was 8 years old
and it wasn’t long after that I first tried my hand at fly tying.
My dad had a small tying kit he used mostly for saltwater flies
that he would fish in the surf around the San Francisco Bay
Area. Imagine lots of bucktail.... read more

Christopher Krysciak

Chris Krysciak manages Drift Outfitters & Fly Shop in Toronto,
Canada. He also serves as their in-house fly tier and casting
instructor. Chris has been tying for about 14 years now and...
read more

Christian Trilken

Chris discovered fishing at the age of six. With the passing of
the years he more and more got interested in fly fishing and
fly tying; finally about ten years ago he decided to pick up
both... read more

Andre Miegies

Andre Miegies is a well-known fly tier and fly angler from the
Netherlands and a welcome guest at fly tying events worldwide. André recently converted his hobby into a daytime job.
Read his article in DRAAD magazine read more

JUNE 2021
fltr: James Lund - Evengii Borovin - Lucas Utrera - Bo Wentworth - Andrew Denisenko

Lucas Utrera

I started fly fishing, together with my father, in the mid-90s,
when I was just 12 years old, and I only needed to watch a
couple of flies being tied to be completely fascinated. read
more

James Lund

Like many Scandinavians I have been fishing from a young
age. I spent most of my early fishing days on the beautiful
west coast of Sweden, for the simple reason that I was born
and raised there. read more

Andrew Denisenko

About 3 years ago I became interested in fly fishing and fly tying. For me fly fishing is more than just an other way to catch
fish. read more

Evgenii Borovin

As you are undoubtedly aware, this magazine is about inspiring people, much more than taking them by the hand and
guiding them through step by step tying instructions. But for
this step by step from Evgenii Borovin we gladly make an exception read more

Ben Wentworth

The flies that I tie are made out of necessity, the necessity to
create art, and the necessity to create fishable flies. Sometimes both of those driving forces combine and align,
The All Night Diner is a great example of this.
read more

OCTOBER 2021
DRAAD MAGAZINE

streamer special

fltr: Ellis Ward - Adey Thomas - Sander Zuidinga- Giovanni de Pace - Erik Johnsen - Andrew Selvig

Sander Zuidinga

I was born and raised in Amsterdam. And for a young urban
explorer there is nothing better than living in a city surrounded by water. Like most Dutch kids it all started with a simple
bamboo pole, fishing...read more

Adey Thomas

Inspired by other (fly) fishing artists, I started drawing a few
years ago. Back then, I just couldn't understand how they got
their work to look so amazing... read more

Giovanni de Pace

I was born in 1972 in Rome, but I now live in Cerveteri, a few
kilometers to the southwest, in a small town adjoining the
Tyrrenian Sea. I took up fly fishing in 1990, and right from..
read more

Ellis Ward

Andrew Selvig

Ellis Ward is a full time, year-round fishing guide. Based in
East Tennessee, he guides primarily for trout, striped bass,
and smallmouth bass. While streamers are his speciality on
the water or at the vise, he won't pass up... read more

For me, fly fishing started about 35 years ago in eastern South
Dakota. It started with walleye and northern pike in eutrophic
glacial lakes, and largemouth bass, bluegills and crappie in
small impoundments. In 2001, a move to... read more

Erik Johnsen

My interest in fly tying stems from my taking up fly fishing,
almost 13 years ago. I began tying nymphs and dry flies for
trout and fished them hard in one of my favorite places to
cast a fly rod: read more

thank you all for working with us in 2021

A DRINKING STORY
Text & photography by
Peter Sikking

GTs
The title of this true story could be a bit misleading.
This story is not about tropical adventures in the
blistering sun. No, this story has absolutely nothing
to do with angling. Or sunshine, for that matter.
This is a drinking story and it takes place high up in
the east of Scotland where GTs are better known as
Gin –Tonics.
On a very cold October night my buddy Robbie and I
were sitting at the counter of our favorite bar somewhere high up in the mountains of east Scotland.
Inside the pub it was warm and crowded, just as we
liked it. After quite a few drinks the lady bartender
put two almost full bottles on top of the bar. One
for each of us. Robbie’s containing Bacardi rum, and
mine GT. With a well-meaning “Here you are lads,
you paid for them about five times already anyway.”
We profusely thanked the awfully nice lady bartender and filled our own glasses until both bottles
were empty.
Later that night, while standing on a windy and frozen sidewalk of a closed bar, we decided that walking back the 10 miles to our hotel wasn’t the best of
ideas, and started searching the Scottish streets for
a telephone booth. After some twenty minutes we
finally found one and 10 minutes later the only cab
in town picked us up and drove us, with increasing speed, over the little dark winding roads back
to where we were staying for the night. It was then,
much to my surprise, that I began to feel… not so
very well.

Not particularly well rapidly changed to feeling quite bad indeed.
At first I blamed the bloody heat in the cab, in combination with
the winding roads. There were no alarm bells going off yet, because I normally can hold my liquor quite well, and I sure am not
the vomiting type. It probably was because I was in the back of
the cab, behind the driver. That sometimes makes me a bit nauseous.
While contemplating this I relaxed, which immediately resulted
in a totally unwarned regurgitation of half an Indonesian rice dish
and at least a liter of GT, into the Scottish cab driver's neck. It all
came so suddenly that neither I, nor the cab driver, ever stood a
chance.
It shouldn’t take much imagination, so I will spare you the commotion, the cab driver’s language, and a description of me helping to pick out pieces of food from his scalp.
For the rest of the night and much of the following morning I
found a new best friend. A hard but forgiving friend. Characteristics I didn’t expect from a toilet bowl. We stayed together that
night, me holding on to him as if never letting go. It turned out
to be an honest to goodness acute alcohol poisoning. I’ve never
touched a GT again since.
Peter Sikking

A Great Lakes battlefield
The looks that I get from people when I tell them I’m driving a couple
hours north on the weekend to catch king salmon never gets old to me.
But for a couple months every fall that is exactly where every minute of my
free time is spent. Because there’s something about 30lb chrome fish in
big, moving water that just can’t be topped by 10 inch native brook trout.
By Brien Hansen

I made my first salmon fishing trip up to the Salmon River
in Pulaski, NY, before I even started fly fishing, and have
kind of been thrust into the whole salmon fishing scene
ever since.
Now when most people think of fish like Chinook (king)
and Coho (silver) salmon they think of the Pacific northwest, and of states like Oregon and Alaska. There is however a lesser-known population of hatchery-supported
salmon found in the Great Lakes.

The proximity of several major cities to these fisheries makes them some of the most accessible fishing for trophy-sized fish in the world. And since I’m within a couple hours driving of
these fisheries, I spend a goodly amount of time in the late summer/fall chasing these fish; the
main reason for this can simply be described as pure power. These fish spend 3-4 years packing
on the pounds far out in the Lakes, until they decide to run the river. Unfortunately, being that
these fish are so big and powerful, these runs definitely draw a crowd…

For anyone who is wondering what this world-renowned
“combat fishing” looks like, let me walk you through a typical
day on the Salmon River:
Mornings start much earlier than anyone would ever expect, because your fishing spot is paramount. During salmon
season the river gets so crowded that there is exactly zero
chance of being able to change spots midday, so whatever
spot you’re able to secure in the morning is where you will
be spending the day.
So, to get a ‘good’ spot for the day you want to be in place,
waders and boots on, coffee in hand, no later than 4-5am.
To be followed by several hours of standing in the pitch dark
and flashing other anglers with your headlamp to make sure
they know you are occupying the spot.

Sunrise finally hits and the months of waiting for fall to
arrive and fish to enter the river have come to an end.
You flick a cast into the head of the run and drop your
rod tip to let your sinker and fly drop down and ride
the current, keeping a tight line to your fly the whole
drift down. And when at some point in that monotonous process you feel a tap on your rod tip and set the
hook into what feels like a headshaking sea monster,
the fight is on.

I’ve never caught a fish that will put me into my backing as fast as a salmon can,
and I think that is where the true excitement with these fish lies. I’ve chased
fish all over the country, spend 100s of hours on the water every year and have
caught plenty of fish larger than any salmon will grow, but there really isn’t anything overall that competes with the places and situations these fish put you in.
And I wouldn’t want to have it any other way.

Brien Hansen

According to Heineken's recent commercial men also love cocktails
So who are we to argue with that

Check out 5 of Tieghan Gerard's Christmas cocktails
halfbakedharvest.com

Holly Jolly Christmas Citrus Cocktail

Sweet and Spicy Cheermeister Cocktail

Spiced Honey Bourbon

Holly Jolly Christmas Citrus Cocktail. A delicious mix of vodka,
St. Germain (elderflower liquor), and freshly squeezed winter
citrus juice. All mixed together and topped with bubbly ginger
beer and extra festive pomegranate seeds.

The Sweet and Spicy Cheermeister Cocktail. Homemade ginger
and honey simple syrup infused with spicy jalapeños, mixed with
tequila, smoky mezcal (if you’d like), lemon, and pomegranate
juice. Top everything off with sparkling water.

This Spiced Honey Bourbon Old Fashioned is the perfect cozy
cocktail for November and December nights. Homemade spiced
rosemary and honey simple syrup, mixed with warming bourbon,
lemon, and orange. Perfect for cold nights and easy to create.
Simply mix everything together for a cocktail that’s perfectly
sweetened, spiced, and so delicious! Tip? Make a large batch to
serve to family and friends over the holidays.

Thanks to Tieghan Gerard and her team.
Visit 'halfbakedharvest.com' for more
amazing cocktails and the best food
recipes.
https://www.halfbakedharvest.com/

Santa' s nightcap

Christmas Snowstorm Margarita

Just brew up some chai tea, add some milk, honey, cinnamon,
ginger and then a little bourbon. Simple as that, but oh so good.
I made a pretty giant batch because my family is all about a good
nightcap and we have some major chai and bourbon drinkers in the house at the moment. The great news is that this is
perfect to make ahead and keep in the fridge. You can warm it up
before drinking or serve it over ice. Either way it’s delicious.

It’s made with tequila, a splash of coconut rum, has hints of citrus, and is just a little bit coconutty. Oh, and with a bit of sweetened coconut milk. Here’s how you make this.
Instead of using a simple syrup in this margarita, I sweetened up
the coconut milk with a touch of honey (you can also use sugar).
I find it easiest to warm the coconut milk and honey together on
the stove, then chill. All you need to add is a touch of sweetness
and this margarita will be perfect. Simply use more or less honey
(or sugar) to your taste. Once the coconut milk has chilled, mix
it with the tequila, coconut rum, orange liquor, and a squeeze of
lime. Then just pour over ice and top with sugared cranberries,
for an extra festive touch.

My name is Félix Lamoureux and I am 23 years old. With parents from
Québec (Canada) and Sweden I came into contact with fishing from
an early age on. With all my close relatives fishing, I was introduced
to the beautiful species and bodies of water both countries have to
offer. It is no surprise I developed an interest, which rapidly became a
passion, for fly fishing and fly tying.
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In the past few years, I have grown a fascination for
Atlantic salmon, both fishing for them and tying salmon
flies. I am particularly interested in the history of classic
salmon flies, more specifically in the distinction between
patterns from Canada vs Sweden. I enjoy tying both classic and modern flies, which I on occasion try to mix-up in
new or at least different patterns..

Hook: Ahrex HR428 size 8
Tail: 4 brown hackle stacks, 6 strands of gold krystal flash & deer hair
Body: red wool
Hackle: brown saddle hackle
Rib: small oval gold tinsel
Thread: 8-0 red

While I now spend my summers discovering the majestic
Atlantic salmon rivers of Québec and Sweden, I spend
the rest of the year as a student and hockey player at a
U.S. college.
Eventually, I can see myself becoming a guide and being
very involved in Atlantic salmon conservation, which now
works hand in hand.

As a diversion from school, I recently started a fly-tying page as a
portfolio for my accomplished work. I also plan on using the page
to promote the preservation of the species for future generations
among the fly-fishing community. There is truly something special
about seducing one of these capricious salmon with a fly of your
own making and I hope I can inspire others to start tying their
own flies as well.

Felix Lamoureux
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THERE IS ONLY ONE YOKANGA
The Yokanga is well-known as a big salmon river. Each week we see fish over the
magic 20lb mark, frequently some over 30lbs and the occasional one over 40lbs.
The record season saw 236 salmon over the 20lb mark landed to less than 100
rods in the season. Hooking a sizeable salmon is one thing, but landing it on the
Yokanga is another.
The river is strewn with big rocks and boulders and we hook many fish in the
tails of pools that frequently have rapids below them. There is a reason that we
suggest 300m of backing, ideally of at least 50lb breaking strain! Over the years
there have been many tales of lost fly lines and of big fish lost after a battle.
By Henry Mountain

Russia’s Kola Peninsula started opening up to overseas Atlantic salmon fishers in
the early 1990s when the Cold War ended and foreign travellers were allowed
into areas that were previously off-limits due to the presence of military and
naval bases.
A group of British fishermen acquired fishing rights to the Yokanga in 1998 and
built an impressive Canadian-style lodge on a high bank overlooking the river.
Having started salmon fishing as a child, I fell into my career in the overseas
fishing world by chance; as it so happens, I was involved with the Yokanga from
when the lodge was first built. Fast forward 23 years and in my role at Roxtons I
run the booking chart for the river and spend a number of weeks every year out
there, hosting our guests.

As the exclusive agent for the river, I am there for most of the prime June weeks with clients. While my fishing friends think I just go fishing every day, the reality is that I am
on the Yokanga to make sure that Roxtons' paying guests enjoy their week! That means being in the lodge as a host for all meals and spending as much time on the river with
people as possible and hopefully taking photos of their catches. I would never call myself a guide but having spent many weeks on the river you do get you know the taking
spots, and it is thoroughly rewarding when you are with someone and they catch their personal fish of a lifetime. I recall being on hand on the last afternoon of a fishing week
when one individual landed a 29lber in their final half hour. There was some celebration that last evening!

view from the lodge

Given that the Yokanga is on the north coast of the peninsula and inside the Arctic Circle,
the fishing season does not begin until early June and tends to finish in late July.
Some of the largest salmon enter the river in June but July is also an excellent time to be
there, with runs of grilse and multi-sea-winter salmon through the whole of the month of
July. The Yokanga is a remote river and the lodge is only accessable by helicopter.
One of the joys of the remote location is that every beat is several kilometres in length
and very often you know that no one has cast a fly across the pool for a day; and certainly
later in the season you know that you are covering fish in excess of 30lbs on every beat.

The fishing season does not begin until early June and tends to finish in late July

Occasionally, if the lodge is not fully booked, and everyone has
settled in and is enjoying themselves, I do manage a cast or
two. There was one such occasion in the opening week of the
2019 season when I got lucky. Having hooked a fish, I knew it
was a decent one, judging by how the rod bent and how little
impression I made on the fish. After about five minutes the
salmon jumped not once but three times right in front of me,
reinforcing my thought that it was a special salmon. Once in
the net it weighed in at 33lbs.
My passport is littered with Russian visas, and after having
missed the last two seasons, 2022 will be an exciting year to
be out on the Yokanga. I look forward to welcoming our clients
back to the river once again and to presenting more ‘Yokanga
30lb’ caps to those lucky enough to land one.
Henry Mountain is a Director of Roxtons

Roxtons
25 High Street
Hungerford
Berkshire
RG20 0NF
www.roxtons.com
info@roxtons.com

Until we meet again

Henry Mountain

ADVENTURE IS ONLY ONE CAST AWAY
travelwithcastaway.com - info@travelwithcastaway.com

FULL DRESSED
I live in Hokkaido, which is located in the north of Japan. I started flyfishing
38 years ago. I first got interested in flyfishing simply because I thought it
was a cool sport. I wanted to tie my own flies and catch a fish with them.
Even now, I still really enjoying the thrill of fishing for big trout with my
own flies.
My current interest is in tying classic flies as well as creating my own designs along the way. I will continue to make flies and to search for bigger
and better trout.
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ドジャー

ジョック

スコット

アートフル ドジャー

Artful Dodger

ジョック スコット

Jock Scott

ダーハム レンジャー

ダーハム レンジャー

Durham Ranger

ベンチル

Bencgill

オレンジ ヒーロン

Orange Heron

Moonlight

ムーンライト

ムーンライト

スカジット ミスト

Skagit Mist

Mitsuhiro Urushihara

スペイ ドッグ

Spey Dog

A perfect day
Artist Shelly Marshall

If I could design my perfect day, it would start as the sun rose on a beautiful Juneau,
Alaska summer’s day (around 4 AM) and by 5 AM I would be in my waders, casting
to kings or cohos. I’d spend a few hours enjoying being in the water, surrounded by
mountains on every side. This experience would not only feed my soul, but would
also be filling me with inspiration for my next piece of art. And, if I’m truly lucky, I’d
also have some fresh salmon for dinner that night!
Later that day I would hit my studio: I would have multiple ideas swimming in my
head (pun fully intended) from the fish I either caught or saw jumping around me.
I’d settle on a concept, then begin to sketch it out. Most of us know that fish have a
life cycle of growth and development, but so does art, in a very similar way. I could
not do what I do if I was not immersed in the greatest piece of art ever made; where
mountains and water meet.
I do what I do because doing so, I get to live in one of the most beautiful, and diverse
environments on earth. There are more types of fish and marine life here than I
could ever hope to see in a lifetime. My art is how I share my experiences with
others. I am just an artist, copying, to the best of my abilities, the masterpiece
around me.
It has filled me with immeasurable joy to share this with an increasing number of
people over the years. I have been able to share not only individual pieces of artwork, but also in conservation efforts with many organizations. My art starts with
appreciating the beauty around us, but it ends its life cycle when others have appreciated that beauty, and they in turn decide to steward and share that beauty with
others as well.

Shelly Marshall

Ireland’s salmon
Salmon are woven into the fabric of Irish lives. In Irish folk belief there
is a mystical connection between the salmon and the life force, or soul.
“Bradan Beatha,” they say in Irish —”the Salmon of Life.” And a fish that
could provide all the world’s knowledge, should you catch it. Perhaps it’s
the salmon’s place in our history and the legends attached to it that make
salmon the undisputed king of fish swimming in Irish waters.
By James Barry

Ireland’s landscape is covered with thousands of lakes and nearly ten thousand miles of fish-bearing streams and rivers.
The Gulf Stream, flowing up the Atlantic Ocean from the Southwest, gives the country a milder climate than our location
would seem to warrant.
The post-glacial colonisation of Ireland by Atlantic salmon is interesting. Authors have suggested two races of salmon can
be found in Ireland, explained to be a result of glacial changes and isolation in different glacial refugia. It is suggested that
the ‘boreal’ race was isolated in the North Sea. When the glaciers retreated, the rivers of Scotland and the north and west
of Ireland were recolonized by the ‘boreal’ race. The Celtic population on the other hand remained in the rivers of the south
and south-west throughout the glacial period.
Interestingly the pattern of this putative divide in ‘races’ almost draws a line in my current fishing and helps to explain the
distribution of salmon fishing in Ireland very well. To the west, in the boreal zone you will mostly find spate rivers (rivers
which rely on rain and floods), which are dominated by strong one-sea-winter grilse runs. My home waters are nestled in
the 'Celtic' range. These Southern rivers are some of largest rivers found in the country, such as the river Suir, or the river
Blackwater. It is within these rivers, the strongholds of the Celtic race, that you will have the best chance of finding a sizeable
salmon. 20-25lb salmon are encountered in these rivers every year and the Irish record of 57lb came from the river Suir, albeit
a long time ago, in 1874.

Geographic distribution of the Celtic (red) and Boreal (green) races of Irish salmon. Source - http://evoecoirishfish.weebly.com/phylogeography.html

Many anglers when they touch down in Ireland often head west in search of salmon. However, many hidden gems flow through the southern half of the country.
Salmon fishing opportunities are endless in this area, and indeed some of the finest salmon rivers in the country can be found in this region.
My season is usually spent across 4 southern rivers, following the fish and variations of in run timings seen across the rivers. The hunt for an elusive spring salmon
begins on April 1st. The River Slaney is a large river in the southeast corner of Ireland and was once recognised as one of the most important spring salmon fisheries
in Ireland. Following 3 periods when the river was closed for salmon fishing it is now slowly improving and is open on a catch - and - release basis. The Slaney gets runs
of fresh fish in April and is a truly wonderful river for an early run salmon.

Irish rivers were once famed for their salmon runs,
both in quantity and quality, however like salmon
across their range have seen significant declines in the
numbers of returning fish. That said, recent seasons
have seen a modest increase in spring and early summer salmon numbers. This upturn may be reflecting
the sharp decline in salmon numbers now entering
rivers late in the year. Runs have changed slightly
across Irish rivers with many fisheries reporting improved catches in late spring of more multi - sea -winter salmon.

The Suir

The Suir
When May arrives thoughts begin to move to the river Suir.
This river can be big and powerful early season but the efforts
are well worth the rewards with a genuine chance of a 20lb+
fish.
As many of its major tributaries drain large areas of limestone,
as does the main river, the Suir has the best characteristics of a
chalk stream and can run crystal clear. The Suir is renowned for
producing large salmon and is a river anglers travel to find some
of the bigger Irish salmon.

The Suir

The Blackwater

The Munster Blackwater, the gem in the crown of Irelands southern salmon rivers.
This river is known as one of the top salmon rivers in the country and has an estimated
run size of close to 20,000 fish. Although a shadow of its former glory it is still a stronghold for the salmon in Ireland. It is a river that produces nice numbers of summer
salmon into June before the main grilse run appears in July and August.

The Blackwater

The Bandon

The river Bandon is a hidden gem which punches well above its weight. A smaller
river in comparison to the Suir and Blackwater however, given good timing after
heavy rain has the potential to offer great sport from late spring onwards. A late
season flood can provide some excellent sport as fish begin to move up the system
to the upper reaches. A true switch rod river in a wild setting.

James Barry

My name is Markus Hietala and I am a 37 years old fly fisherman
from Finland.
I started fly fishing and tying my own flies about 15 years ago.
The last 10 years my focus has been mostly on salmon - and on
fishing for pike with a fly.
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When it comes to catching salmon, as all salmon anglers know, there is actually
no right or wrong. Even in this day and age, with all the information that is readily
and instantly available to the modern fly angler, no one can actually tell you what
makes a salmon take a fly. For me personally, this is exactly the beauty of fly fishing
for salmon.

I fish for Atlantic and Baltic salmon and I prefer to use two handed fly rods with
sinking lines and tube flies. Of course when water conditions are low and warm,
you need to use smaller flies and lighter lines.

Like I mentioned, I fish a lot with tube flies, more specifically tubes that are tied
’scandi style’.
I often use weighted tubes - as a body - and start building underwings by using
somewhat stiffish hairs like bucktail, polar bear or American opossum.
For a main wing I then use softer hairs, like different kinds of fox, temple hair
etc. The hackles I use are often soft hackles.
When I'm not fishing with tube flies, depending on conditions, I like to use flies
on small hooks, tied the sparse, Finnish way. This is characterized by having only
a few hairs in the tail and wing (usually Nutria, bucktail or squirrel).

Markus Hietala

Denmark on the fly – a salmon adventure
This article takes you on a typical Danish salmon adventure. The Danish salmon stocks are
large and increasing. If you are lucky you'll meet passionate fly fisher Thomas Kjelgaard.
Thomas has excellent knowledge of, and experience with, fly fishing for Danish salmon.

I am 37 years old and live in west Jutland, near Denmark's finest rivers. Besides fishing
rivers, searching for salmon and sea trout at home or abroad, I spend a lot of time fishing
for sea trout in salt water, on the Danish coast. However, the adventurous and addictive
fly fishing for our excellent Danish salmon is my absolute favorite fishing.
Fly fishing is my deepest passion. I have always found the many aspects of fly fishing
extremely fascinating. For me, it's all about strategy: casting - presenting the right fly in
the best possible way to the fish. I have been fly fishing for salmon and sea trout since
my early youth, and I feel that over the years, I have gained a deeper understanding of
the art of fly fishing.
Thomas Kjelgaard

I value even the slightest technical adjustments and details
that make my fishing, hopefully, more natural and effective.
Insights in the fish's biology and behaviour under influences
such as wind, temperature, and water current, are I think
essential to success. This all, besides excellent technique,
casting skills, and perfectly balanced ‘fishing’ flies, is necessary to get the best experience on the water.

Therefore, I spend a lot of time improving my abilities in all these areas.
The fly must be presented as naturally and gently to the fish as possible, without the slightest disturbance. You need to know precisely how
the fly should be fished. The speed, length of the intake of the fly, and
where in the water column the fly is being presented are all essential for
getting the salmon to take that fly. You need to be the fly.

INFECTED FOR LIFE
We have excellent Atlantic salmon fly fishing opportunities in Denmark. In the
western part of Jutland, migrating through a fascinating landscape and wild
nature, thousands of salmon enter the rivers each year. Throughout the whole
season, which starts in April and ends in October, you can catch big fresh-run
fish, arriving straight from the ocean.
I myself focus mainly on the river Skjern and the river Varde, which are without
a doubt some of Denmark's very best and consequently most famous rivers.
The salmon strains in both rivers sport an average weight of 6 kg and measure around 85 cm in length. I woukd consider that world-class salmon fishing.
Once you have encountered Danish salmon, you are infected for life.

Spring

seasons
Spring
In springtime you can experience incredibly addictive fly
fishing, when large shiny salmon run up the rivers.
Spring fishing is extraordinary because you have a chance to
catch fresh salmon over 10 kg. Salmon weighing up to 20 kg
are caught each spring. This is the time of the year to catch
a dream fish.
Flies:
Water levels during the spring months are often high, and
the water is still cold. Therefore I use weighted flies. Your
fly should be visible, a lively swimmer, but not too large.
Flies with fluorescent yellow or red wings, combined with a
matching hackle, are effective spring flies.

Line:
The fly line is of great importance to ensure that your fly
swims at the proper depth. Your fly has to be at the depth
where the salmon are holding. In my experience short
shooting heads in different densities provide the best and
most practical fishing experience. This will give you the crucial control that makes it easy to cast and keep good contact
with your fly.

'I use a fast-sinking line for spring fishing'

Summer

Summer
During summer the river valleys are buzzing with life. The reduced precipitation has
reduced the water levels and rendered the water warm and clear. The vegetation on
the banks has grown, and weeds stand tall, creating new holding spots for the many
freshly entered salmon and grilse. Summer also means more salmon in the river,
which creates competition for the best holding spots, increasing your chance catching
a salmon.
Summer tactics
Summer in Denmark means long days, with many daylight hours. Although salmon
are also caught around noon, the best hours are during sunrise and sunset.
The clear and warm summer water makes it easier for salmon to see the fly, and they
are therefore willing to chase after the it. A low line weight gives a better and more
discreet presentation and allows you to get closer to the fish without disturbing it.
Which is crucial for success, especially during the summer months.

Summer

Summer
Materials in summer:
As mentioned, you don’t need to fish as deep as in spring. I often use a shooting
head in tree densities. It consists of a floating part, a sink 1 and a sink 2 followed
by a sink 5 polyleader. The shooting head gets the fly down under the weeds,
and at the same time, the long floating part helps to speed up the fly. The fly
must take the salmon by surprise in order to make it react.
Flies:
As a general rule, flies should be smaller and have more neutral, discreet colours the higher the sun is in the sky and the clearer the water is. Shrimp flies
are an excellent choice. In the evening, a larger fly, in dark shades or black, is
preferable. My fly box always contains weighted and unweighted versions of the
same flies.

Autumn

Autumn
Autumn means fishing weather. At this time of year, many salmon
are evenly spread throughout the river system, and fresh, shiny
salmon continue to run up from the sea.
Increasing winds, declining day temperatures, cooler water, and
more rain all add colour and movement to the water,
making it easier to outsmart the salmon. In other words:
autumn is when the chance to catch a salmon is highest.
When autumn winds are rippling the water surface and the sun
occasionally comes out from behind the many drifting clouds, the
salmon become less shy and you can fish efficiently all day. The
salmon often break the water surface and jump free of the water.
It is fantastic spectacle and not unimportantly, it increases one’s
belief in catching one.

Autumn tactics
The best chance for success now is fishing with sinking lines.
The fly should be fished close to the bottom and preferably
down into the deeper channels. It is crucial that the fly can
swing and speed up. For example, when the fly swings past a
channel, it must go deep and hit the salmon's field of view.
Because of their agression in autumn, many different fly patterns will do, or should do, the job. Having said this, in my experience flies should be small and lively. If you wonder whether
your fly is too big, it most likely is. My flies are between 2 and 5
cm.
Flies with zonker wings in yellow, red, or orange shades, combined with matching hackles and a fluorescent trigger spot
in red are good autumn flies. In addition, a black fly is always
catchy.

Getting familiar with holding spots is always the best
preparation. This knowledge, often only available from
locals and guides, increases your chances of catching
salmon.

Thomas is a certified instructor at the National Sport
Fishing Association and a Salmologic Ambassador.
He guides, demonstrates fly casting and fly tying, and
presents fly fishing courses and schools. He enjoys
passing on his experiences and is delighted to share
his knowledge.

Many people make a considerable effort and do an admirable job of improving the Danish wild
salmon stocks. It means that our salmon fishing is getting better and better, and Denmark is one
of the few places where the Atlantic salmon population thrives.

Visit Denmark’s salmon rivers
The Danish salmon fly fishing rivers are very different from many other salmon rivers such as
those in Norway, Russia, and Iceland. Fishing the Danish rivers for salmon requires a different
strategy, fishing techniques and different flies. Experience, local knowledge, and a professional
guide substantially increase the chances of success on these beautiful Danish salmon rivers.

All the best and tight lines,
Thomas Kjelgaard

N

NET

Austnes Farm
In the attic at Austnes there is a chest from the 1700s. It belonged to the people who
came moving and bought the farm many generations ago. At the time, Austnes was a
ford with a ferryman. Since then, several bridges have been built. Time and again they
have been destroyed by floods. Today’s bridge is from 1952.
In those days, Austnes was run in the traditional manner, with cows, two or three pigs
and grain. At times of spring farming and haymaking, everybody had their hands full.
The labourers demanded breakfast, coffee at ten and dinner at noon. This was followed
by three-o-clock coffee and “nonsmat”. The latter had its name from latin nona, nine,
meaning the ninth hour after starting work. With all the extra people to feed, salmon
from the river was a welcome resource.

THE VERDAL RIVER
Austnes Salmon Lodge is situated on the beautifully sheltered Verdal River in the
Verdal municipality, formed at the confluence of the rivers Inna, which comes from
Innsvatnet at the Swedish border, and Helgåa, which comes from the mountain
village of Vera. Together they form to create one of the best Atlantic salmon rivers in
Norway. At 21 kilometres long, just over 90 kilometres if you include the tributaries Helgåa and Strådøla, the Verdalselva offers over 50 kilometres of prime Atlantic
salmon holding habitat.
The river is famous and the fishing so good, thanks to its vast catchment area, which
spans over 1500 square kilometres. It responds very quickly to snowmelt and precipitation, and it’s these increases in water levels that can often be responsible for the
fish feeding and providing travelling freshwater fly fishing anglers with the chance of
a large, healthy fresh Atlantic salmon.
With five different zones, the lodge provides visiting rods with a varied week of
fishing, from large rock-strewn stretches to deep pools, rapids, and gently flowing
areas. That’s without even mentioning the Østnesfossen – a basin under a small
waterfall that spans for over 250m and provides the Salmon with a perfect resting
place before they tackle this major obstacle. With only six to eight anglers fishing
this vast array of water over a typical week, it’s no surprise that the fishing is so
good and the destination so popular.

One of the primary reasons why the Atlantic salmon fishing at Austnes is so
popular with travelling rods is the vast array of exclusive water at the
anglers disposal. Fly anglers who stay at the odge, limited between 6 to 8 rods
per week, have exclusive access to over 2000m of double bank fishing. The upper part of the beat, above the Østnesfossen Waterfall, allows double bank
fishing in zones 2, 4 and 5, with the only exception being zone 3, as a local
hunting club controls the far bank.
Below the waterfall in zone 1, the fishing is not exclusive, and the beat is open to
a number of day tickets each week. However, on request and with a supplement,
anglers can book this exclusively if they wish, with the only exception being the
50m downstream from the waterfall, which is not open to fishing at all.
The season at Austnes runs from June to August, with the best and most productive time being from the end of June to the end of July. However, as with
all fishing, sport is often dictated heavily by the weather and river conditions.
Austnes Salmon Lodge is an ideal destination for those rods who like to explore
and fish off their own back as only a light guiding is included in the package.
However, for a supplement, a comprehensive guiding package can be booked.

Hosts
Today, Sabreein and Ola are the hosts at Austnes. Ola grew up on the farm and was introduced to fishing very early on. The joy of hooking a fish has followed him
ever since. Few have spent as many hours in the mountains and by the river chasing trout, capercaillie, grouse and salmon.
With the appreciation of nature came the interest in biology and ecology. He knows what conditions trigger fish to go for the fly and when it is time to let it rest.
Expertise he gladly shares. He also works actively to improve living conditions for sea trout and salmon in the river.
Sabreein sees to it that you settle in comfortably at Austnes. This includes cooking and serving according to your wishes. Together, the couple look forward to
develop Austnes further.

https://austneslaks.no/

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
When I asked the DRAAD team what they wanted for Christmas,
I got al kinds of 'better world' wishes, but that was not what I
wanted for this edition of the magazine. So I asked again and this
is what they came up with:

Henk

Erik
What I want for Christmas is to tie on a Law vise to compare it to
all the other vises. It seems to be the standard for which all high
end vises are compared to, so maybe one day I will tie on one to
know for myself.

Fabien
Well, If I may, there are actually two things I would really like to get from Santa this year.
One is to fish with, and learn from, an expert in midge fishing. Dry fly fishing of course :)
The reason for this is that midges are always on the brown trout,’s menu, especially in the
land of the ‘knot’ (Norway), where I live. Although this fall, I had one of my best seasons
yet with these tiny flies, I lost quite a large amount of them. I love to tie very tiny flies, so
that is not the problem. Fishing them is (sometimes :)
The second is to meet a master in tying with CDC feathers. I have recently read a number
of books on Cul de Canard, and I would like to better understand why CDC flies are tied
as they are, and when exactly I should use them. The problem for me is, in all modesty,
not in tying the flies but in learning and understanding when I should use which types of
patterns. Hundreds of new CDC flies have already been tied and are ready to take to the
water next summer ( and you know me, more are in the making as we speak :) A day with
an expert in this area would make me very happy.

Luca
Luca's car was stolen on his last fishing trip so I
thought he might need a new car, but no, all he
wanted was some INSPIRATION. I don't know if
he is going to get some, but what I do know is
that he got some VISION.

Peter
Making this magazine
with you all. Yeah I know...

I’ve been building bamboo (splitcane) fly rods for 6 years now and recently finished my 53rd build (a 5 foot 1 wt, purely to demonstrate
the (im)possibility of making a viable ultralight fly rod out of bamboo - the jury is still out on that particular issue…). I’d been thinking
about taking up splitcane building for well over 20 years, but wasn’t sure whether I would like it enough to warrant the quite significant
investment required to even start this - the planing form for hexagonal rods alone sets you back something like USD 800, especially since
these days you would have to have one shipped from the States - no real EU options left. Then you need other tools, like decent planes
(luckily we already had those - but eventually I acquired a few specifically for rod building as well), something to rough bevel strips (you
can do that with a plane and a homemade form, but some years ago I built a beveler for that), a glue binder (can do by hand, but I ended
up building 3 different designs (actually 3.5) before being happy with what I have), a heat treatment and glue curing oven (I’m currently
on my 3rd design, which works well enough). Plus bamboo to ‘burn’, learning the trade, and then all the different building and design
variations to try out, and rod hardware to acquire for each rod…
So I hesitated, and hesitated, and hesitated. Until I met someone who told me he built bamboo rods, and had a spare planing form that
I could borrow, to get me started. Long story short, I borrowed the form, including a bamboo pole, and promptly made two lemons from
that first pole. Then tried different sources for useful (and not so useful) bamboo, until I was satisfied with the material I could get and
knew its limitations. Built a few rods, then bought my own set of planing forms, and gradually upgraded the other tools, as already hinted
at above.
Incidentally I also discovered that, where previously I thought (which is what you are normally led to believe) that taper planing on the
final form is the most important and all-encompassing activity in bamboo rod building, it really is not. It’s only a tiny part of the work
(probably not more than about one hour out of the 50-60 hours it takes to create a bamboo fly rod), and it really isn’t as important as it
is made out to be (as in the emphasis some people will put on being able to recreate a taper faithfully to the last 0.01 mm at every point
in the final blank). Just take a look at historical rods - even those by famous builders - measurements of individual rods of a single model
can be all over the place, with the rods still being similar to one another as fishing and casting tools. In fact many builders were known
to fine tune (or ‘repair’) individual rod’s tapers by sanding a finalized blank - from the outside, no less - something we are always told is a
capital offense…
Most of the work goes into prepping of the strips (splitting, straightening, node work, heat treatment, enamel removal, bevelling), glueing of the blank and blank work, and rod finishing. And some of it is quite tedious. Plus the work associated with taper design, including
coming up with computer algorithms that actually tell you something about a taper even before it is made (such as action / flex profile
under stress, and designated line weight - I have a few programs that I developed myself (from theoretical work published by others, not
neccesarily all directly related to fishing rods). I also have a program that calculates the dimensions for bamboo ferrules, and one to calculate the optimal guide placement based on deflection under load.
Anyway, in order to improve the accuracy and repeatability of my tapers (in case I ever want to start selling split bamboo rods in earnest,
rather than just filling up my fishing room with prototype rods), I would really like to replace my current planing form with a single pass
taper machining apparatus - preferably a CNC setup, which doesn’t need mechanical taper patters to create the actual taper. There’s only
a few suppliers of equipment like that, and it is prohibitively expensive. Making your own is also an option, but since one would have to
reinvent a number of wheels, and would have to source out significant parts of the process anyway, it would probably not be less expensive. So for the time being, it’s just dreaming. I’m not sure I would even let Santa know…

a single pass taper machining apparatus

Henk

A vegan Christmas
FOR SOME OF US UNTHINKABLE, FOR OTHERS A WAY OF LIFE.
check out the following recipe.
Thanks to olivemagazine.com

Euhm...Wellington
A classic

Ingredients
olive oil 1 tbsp
garlic 2 cloves, finely chopped
kale 250g, tough stalks removed
cooked beetroot 250g pack, thinly sliced
roasted red peppers from a jar 3, drained and halved
PASTRY
plain flour 500g, plus extra for dusting
olive oil 210ml
aquafaba 7 tbsp, see notes below
STUFFING
olive oil 2 tbsp
onion 1, finely chopped
swede 150g, coarsely grated
garlic 2 cloves, finely chopped
thyme a few sprigs, leaves stripped
nutmeg a good grating
ready-cooked puy lentils 200g pouch
apple 1, coarsely grated
hazelnuts 30g, toasted and finely chopped
breadcrumbs 50g
lemon 1, zested
GLAZE
Marmite 1 tsp
GRAVY
vegetable oil 1 tbsp
shallot 1, finely chopped
brandy 100ml
pink peppercorns 1 tbsp, lightly crushed
vegan gravy granules 3 tbsp, see notes below
soya cream 50ml

Method
STEP 1:To make the pastry, mix the flour with 1 tsp salt then stir in the olive oil and 5 or 6 tbsp of aquafaba until it comes together as a dough, then knead lightly for 30 seconds. Cut 1/3 of the pastry from the block, then wrap and chill both blocks for
30 minutes.
STEP 2: Meanwhile, make the stuffing. Heat the olive oil in a frying pan and cook the onion and swede for 5-10 minutes or until soft. Add the garlic, thyme and nutmeg, and cook for a further minute. Tip in the cooked lentils, apple and hazelnuts, and
cook for 1 minute before stirring through the breadcrumbs and lemon zest. Cool.
STEP 3: Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a large pan and cook the chopped garlic for 2 minutes until fragrant. Add the kale and a splash of boiling water, and cook until the kale has wilted and the water has evaporated. Season and cool.
STEP 4: On a lightly floured piece of baking paper, roll out the 1/3 of pastry to a 25cm x 15cm rectangle, then slide onto a baking sheet. Spoon ½ of the stuffing onto the pastry in an even layer, leaving a 1cm border. Add ½ of the kale mixture, ½ of the
beetroot slices and all the pepper slices, so that you have clear layers. Spoon the remaining stuffing mix on top of this, then repeat with the remaining beetroot and kale.
STEP 5: On another lightly floured piece of baking paper, roll out the remaining pastry to a 35cm x 30cm rectangle. Carefully flip the pastry onto the wellington and peel off the baking paper. Use your hands to mould the pastry round so it is tight to
the filling. Use your finger and thumb to crimp the edges of the pastry so it’s completely encased, then trim any excess. Roll out any excess pastry and decorate, if you like. Chill for 30 minutes.
STEP 6: Heat the oven to 200C/fan 180C/gas 6. Mix the Marmite with 1 tbsp aquafaba and use this to glaze the entire wellington. Put into the oven for 25-30 minutes or until the pastry is crisp and golden.
STEP 7: To make the gravy, heat the vegetable oil in a small pan and cook the shallot for 5 minutes until soft. Tip in the brandy and pink peppercorns. Mix the gravy granules with 350ml water and pour in. Simmer for 5 minutes until thickened slightly,
then stir through the soya cream. Keep warm but do not boil. Cut the wellington into thick slices and serve with the gravy.

TO
With Svend Diesel

Tips based on how I photograph my flies
1. Get a GOOD light
I have been using a desk lamp I purchased off Amazon some
years ago. The key features of this lamp that have been instrumental in taking better pictures are: firstly that the LED
bulb is diffused. Diffused bulbs help to spread the light evenly,
avoiding creating a shiny white spot or ring. Secondly, that I
can control the temperature of the light from white daylight
to warm indoor light. This is very helpful since everyone has
different lights in their home and I can use this feature to
standardize the overall lighting. Third is a fully adjustable and
rotatable lamp. This helps to eliminate shadows and can also
be used to create depth. Fourth is a dimming feature. Sometimes a light can be too bright and either needs to be moved
further away, or simply dimmed. And finally, a good desk
lamp will not only help when taking photos of your flies, but
also help relieve eye strain during tying.

2. Zoom in when focusing the lens.
First you want to align the fly in the frame and get it roughly
focused. Then zoom in on the most important aspect of the
fly, the one that you’d like to be the primary focus of your picture. Twist the lens ever so slightly clockwise and back (counterclockwise) to determine optimal focus. Then take the photo. There are ways of doing this remotely, or auomatically, by
connecting your SLR to a computer, but I like to have hands-on
control of the camera, plus this eliminates the often cumbersome step of plugging my camera into the computer.

Whether taking your picture with a camera phone or an SLR,
you absolutely should use a tripod. By setting a shutter delay
of 3-10 seconds on your camera, you can eliminate the vibrations induced when pushing the button on the camera phone
or SLR. No matter how steady and delicate you are, releasing
the shutter will shift the camera and create vibrations while
taking the photo. By having your device on a tripod and using
shutter delay, or remote release, you can eliminate the shake
and ensure a steady environment for taking a macro photo. I
use shutter speed as an additional variable to control exposure, and the tripod allows for longer shutter times while still
allowing crisp photos. Just make sure not to bump your tripod
or kick a leg as you press the shutter button and walk away.

4. Shoot the fly from multiple angles.
This is a great tip for beginners to not only improve quickness
of aligning, focusing, and capturing the fly, but also help them
become better tyers. Over time when capturing macro images
of my flies, I have noticed small errors or blemishes not seen
to the naked eye which have led to change the way I tie the
fly. The fish wont care, but as a fly tyer I do. Also, by shooting
multiple angles you can decide which angle you like the best
and over time create a “style”. Most anglers have a particular
angle or setting they generally use.

PHOTOGRAPHY

3. Always use a tripod

Hoh Bo Spey Flies
Materials:
Shank: Partridge Intruder Shank 45mm trimmed
to length
Thread: Semperfli Classic Waxed thread 6/0
Hook: Ahrex Trailer Hook HR482 size 2
Wire: Spyder Wire 50lb
Body: Semperfli Sparkle Dubbing
Hackle: Whiting Farms Guinea Fowl
Collar: Natures Spirit Fish Hunter Marabou and
Amherst
Eyes: Jungle Cock

Svend Diesel

One week from € 1989,for more detailed information check out our website:
travelwithcastaway.com

Marrying feathers

"Every feather is different and needs handling differently.
I mostly use goose feathers because they are easy to marry,
less expensive than swan and readily available".

When tying in the already married wing, it is important
to tie in the right and the left sides of the wing separately.
All feather slips for the wing’s left side are married
together and the same goes for the right side.

As always, practice is key; anyone can learn how to marry wings.
Just start with two colours.
Good luck,
Fabien

Link to movie
https://www.youtube.com/user/1973fafo/videos

FLY FISHING FOR ALASKAN / PACIFIC SALMON
The Spey rod in my hands made that satisfying thump, as the Skagit line,
heavy sink tip, leader and fly snapped to attention at the end of the cast.
It is a good one, and the line starts its swing, quartering downriver. Two
thirds of the way through the drift, a massive jolt reverberated through the
rod and all the way down my arm, and it felt as if I had hooked a train.
By Ladd Nolin

KING SALMON

The unstoppable run and vicious headshakes told the tale beyond a
sliver of doubt - I hooked into an Alaskan King (Chinook) salmon!
The battle was drawn out, and the Spey reel screamed in protest.
However, after a long struggle the King’s powerful tail was subdued,
and the game of tug of war was over.

COHO

Fly fishing for Alaskan/Pacific salmon, whether with a double hand or single hand rod, is
the definition of the fly fishing season up north.
Alaska salmon runs generally start with the mighty King in May, June and July, overlapping
with the Sockeye (Red) salmon run slightly later.
The Sockeyes are plentiful and consequently fill many local freezers. The Pink (Humpback)
and Chum (Dog) salmon arrive later in the summer, and they are not only plentiful but will
always keep the rod bent. Finally, the acrobatic Coho (Silver) salmon arrive at the end of
the summer, extending into the fall and even winter. They are aggressive and can even be
taken with top-water flies! Whatever your preferred species or method to catch them, fly
fishing for salmon is always enjoyable.

COHO

RED SALMON

HU

PINK

DOUBLE
SOCKEYE HOOKUP

I’m not sure if it’s the
feeling of the cool
water lapping around
your waders, the smell
of the river, the tracks
of a brown bear or the
crisp beer on the river
bank shared with your
buddies that make it
that much better, but
it’s an experience not
to be missed!
Ladd Nolin

My name is Mark McLoone. I’m 42 years of age and was born and raised
in Ireland, where I still reside. I have been fly fishing and fly tying since the
age of 10, mainly on the many wild loughs and rivers of Donegal. I still fish
those same places; however, most of my time now is spent searching for
Atlantic salmon and seatrout on the magnificent River Foyle system in the
north of Ireland.
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The Varvara
How the fly came to be
I was approached on social media by the then
manager of the Yokanga River, who asked me
to design a fly for the new owner of the river,
the idea being that it would be named after
his newborn daughter, Varvara, and presented to him as a gift.
I have been using it with great results on the
rivers Faughan and Finn for the last couple of
years.
I chose the predominantly white colouration
based upon how successful that colour has
been for me when the light begins to fade.
And the splash of orange and yellow in the
wing gives it appeal to fresh-run fish during
the day also.
The combination of the opal mirage body
and the white hackles and tail ensures the fly
shows up well in the water in low light.
And the grey fox adds a nice contrast overall.

MATERIAL
Tying thread: Uni 8/0 white.
Tag: a few turns of silver wire.
Rear body: white thread overwrapped with UTC
opal mirage tinsel and ribbed with silver wire.
Middle hackle: white genetic hen.
Tail: tied in atop the middle hackle to hold it up
and away from hooks.
Tail flash: two strands of opal mirage Krystal flash.
Front body: white thread overwrapped with UTC
opal mirage tinsel and ribbed with silver wire.
Wing: mixed orange and yellow bucktail with 4
strands of Gliss’ n Glow (mother of pearl).
Overwing: grey fox.
Front hackle: white genetic hen.
Cheeks: Junglecock.
Head: white thread with a strand of opal mirage
Krystal flash stretched and wound over.

Fly tying is a passion of mine, and one that
affords me an element of escapism from
the stresses of everyday life.
I tie mainly trout and salmon flies, drawing much of my inspiration from the
many talented fly tiers who post on social
media.
A lot of my work involves tying orders of
fishing flies for customers across Europe,
but this isn’t where I derive most of my fly
tying enjoyment.
For that I like to practice tying in a precise
and delicate manner, always striving for,
but not always achieving, the perfect fly.
Many of the flies I tie could be regarded as
artistic pieces, rather than fishing flies, and
that’s ok with me as fly tying to me is first
and foremost an artistic endeavour.

Always striving for, but not always achieving,
the perfect fly

The most rewarding part of my fly tying
journey so far has been the privilege of
being able to tie flies at shows like the Irish
Fly Fair and British Fly Fair International.
These are wonderful events to be involved
with as they attract some of the best tiers
in the world.

A second passion of mine is photography, and
like to incorporate this into my tying sessions
by producing sharp and captivating fly shots
using macro lenses and other photography
tools. I’m still learning this, so I don’t claim
to be an expect, but it feels as though I have
improved greatly in this field. I tried from the
beginning to adopt a unique way of displaying
my flies in my photographs; a way to stand out
from the crowd so to speak.
I absolutely love working with bronze mallard,
as you can probably tell from the photos I have
provided for this piece. To me it is a beautiful
material, and fun to use when it decides to
cooperate!
Mark

I ALWAYS NEED SOME TIME TO GIVE MY EYES SOME REST

B

rand Talk

About Brand Talk

We, at we are fly fishing, are not bound to any brand.
That means we are free to like what we like and share our opinion with our readers.
Together with a team of international fly tiers and fly anglers, we discuss, just as you all probably do among yourselves, all things concerning fly fishing.
From tying thread to rods, from line clippers to clothing, from floatant to license holders. Sometimes these discussions lead to tests, which (hopefully)
lead to results and conclusions. Conclusions that might now and again even be worth sharing with you.

Teva
After walking in wading boots all day, or all night, I really like to give my feet some rest.
And lately I have been doing so by pampering them with sandals from Teva. I used to
wear Crocs, but I didn't really like them (sweaty feet).
Teva is considered to be the number one brand when it comes to outdoor sandals,
according to people who should know what they’re talking about, and has been in that
spot for over 30 years now. But are Teva sandals something for the fly angler? Time to
put a few Tevas through their paces (in this case the Hurricane model).

Mine after 2 years (intensive use)

Text and photography: Peter Sikking

The sole:
The EVA sole has a lot of grip and is pleasantly stiff, but not so stiff that it feels like you are
wearing a wooden board with strings attached.

The straps:
The recycled nylon/Velcro straps are adjustable both front and back and for both heel and
instep. So you can fully adjust them according to your preference and foot shape.

Socks:
Although Tevas are not designed for wearing socks and I personally only have experience
wearing them on bare feet, it would of course be possible to use socks (as Dutch people
normally do). In outdoor activities.such as packrafting, hiking, canoeing, I would recommend against it.

Temperature:
I have tested them, with bare feet, down to eight degrees above freezing (8°C). And down
to 10°C (50 F),
I prefer them over my (high quality) high heel walking shoes.

Surface:
Teva sandals are made to take a beating, but your feet aren’t. Don’t forget you have no
protection above. On grass, gravel roads, dirt trails, in and out of the boat including the
requisite water, Tevas can take a lot. On rocky uneven tracks and mountain trails I prefer
shoes with a higher - read more stable - shaft.

Backpacking:
I hike a lot with a backpack weighing between 10 and 15 kilos myself, and that poses no
problem with these sandals. When carrying more weight, I would again opt for hiking
boots.
These days there are Tevas in many different configurations, for different purposes, in both
female and male versions.

I have never been a stranger to the outdoors. I grew up running around
the woods and splashing in streams, trying to take in everything I could of
the natural world. It wasn’t long before I picked up a fishing rod and was
catching creek chubs and sunfish in local ponds and streams in New Jersey.
I gravitated towards fly fishing some eight years ago while I was attending
college at the University of Maine. Since then, I have totally committed
to the game, with a wall of rods, shelves of reels, and a desk covered in
assorted feathers and furs to show for it, and constantly warning people
getting into my truck: “Just watch where you sit, there might be a hook
somewhere”. My vacation preparations now include researching bodies of
water located wherever I’m going, and it’s rare to see my luggage absent of
a fly rod or two and some fly gear.
By Mitchell Paisker

My fly fishing started easy and forgiving enough – chucking
streamers and poppers for river smallies and panfish. Over time,
muscular bronzebacks turned to vibrant, native blue halos and
square tails, blue halos became leopard prints and rosy cheeks,
then from rosy cheeks to saltwater chrome, and Maine
becoming Alaska.

There isn’t much that can be said about fly fishing and its
significance to me that hasn’t been said a thousand times
over by a million different anglers. Every angler has their
own reason to fish, whether it’s subsistence, an escape
from reality, or getting closer to nature, but ultimately, we
all share a common thread: respect for and admiration of
the environment and the organisms in it.

My hard lures, soft
plastics, and metalware have been
gathering dust,
becoming dried out
and patinated.
Bulky tackle bags
have been replaced
by slim fly boxes that
fill the front pockets
of my waders, and
paychecks have
become mere funds
for the countless
number of supplies;
new gear that I’ve
convinced myself I
need to become a
better angler.

We spend hours upon hours and days upon days traveling and wading
rivers only to spend a diminishing, disproportionate amount of time
fighting a fish that was successfully tricked into taking our fly. Hours of
work result in minutes of fight, and mere moments of admiration. But
in those moments where both lives intersect, time slows, the surroundings blur, and not much else can be done but marvel at each fish for
their inherent beauty.

Next, a quick and safe release ends with a “thank you for
your time,” and we are reminded that every take is a fleeting “hello,” and every release, a handshake goodbye.
Ultimately, I am not that much different from many other
anglers out there who have succumbed to the way of the
fly rod – determined, inspired, and only slightly manic. I
am a river rat. I am a trout bum. I am a fly fisher!

Mitchell Paisker
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by fabien Moulin

BALTIC SALMON
My name is Richard Fransson and I am thirty-two years old.
I live in Sweden and my big passion is fly fishing for salmon.
I share this passion with my brother, who taught me, about
eleven years ago, some basic fly fishing tactics. I now travel
around the world in pursuit of Atlantic salmon, as much as I
can. At this moment (2021) there is nothing that comes even
close to spending time in nature with friends in pursuit of
salmon with a fly.
By Richard Fransson

Living in southern Sweden, my salmon season starts in spring. Usually, a
spring trip begins at the magical Mörrumsån, where we fish for a couple
of days before heading out for a longer trip, to the north of Sweden.
Although expectations for this year were high, our first trip started with
relatively sluggish fishing, not least because of the sunny weather. A few
days into the trip, after struggling under clear blue skies and a bright
sun, I woke up early, and still somewhat bleary-eyed, I looked out the
window of our cottage and my hart skipped a beat. It finally rained.
The conditions felt perfect.

After dividing a stretch of the river into an upper and lower section, I
made my way to the upper part of the first pool. I tied on a Usual Dark
and started casting, lengthening the cast gradually as I went on; not
much later I chopped a big salmon. The adrenalin was coursing through
my veins, and my legs were shaking from nervousness, but overall it
resulted, after a fight of a good 10 minutes, in landing my first salmon
of the year. My fishing buddy and I just looked from the salmon to each
other, then back to the salmon. Man, what a catch!

The weather of the summer of 2021 was extreme (and not for the first
time), and Swedish rivers closed down one by one. Fortunately, Norway
opened its borders (due to a decreasing number of people infected with
Covid-19), so we changed our travel schedule and went straight to
Norway.
I started trying a Phataa fly, which is about 12cm long, on a fast sinking
line. With flies like these, casting straight across and letting the fly sweep
down into the depths is the way to go. I think Njord (god of the sea)
was solidly in my corner this trip. I was lucky enough to catch some nice
salmon, one of them even measuring in at 100 cm.

' FISHING FRIENDS ARE MORE THAN JUST FRIENDS'

Friends
My best friend, who struggled catching salmon for the last two years,
was standing up to his waist in the river, at the exact same place where I
had caught a salmon the day before.
Further downstream, on the other side of the river, there was a deep
pool. To reach that pool, he had to make an exceptionally long cast.
I encouraged him to try and take a few steps further out into the roaring
river. After that, it only took a few casts before a fish hit his big Black and
Orange.
The fight was hard but fair. Which means employing the right amount
of pressure, keeping the fight as short as possible. Which is in the best
interest for both angler and fish.
You can imagine my elation when I netted his fish. It was the highlight of
our trip to Norway. After we had each caught our salmon, we sat down
and enjoyed a well-deserved cold beer while talking about our upcoming summer 2022 trip.

Back to Norway

It did not take until 2022 before we returned to Norway. This
time we were with several friends, and while the conditions
were again not optimal – low water, no rain, sunny weather –
optimism never forsakes a salmon angler, as long as there is any
water in the river.

One of those days
I had bought myself a new fly line that I was eager to
test. While I was still lengthening my cast, causing my
fly to hop in the current, a salmon took my fly.
Unfortunately it dropped the hook right at the bank
when reeling it in.
The next days passed by with not one of us catching
salmon. We all fished relatively large flies without any
luck, so it was time to experiment some with smaller ones. I put on a fly named 'spjuff'. A very simple
weighted fly with not much more than a front hackle.
It turned out to be a good choice.
A fine ‘in-between’ salmon was landed and released
into the river. I practice catch and release with all fish I
catch. Good for your karma!
After cracking that code we all sat down at the riverbank tying 'spjuff' flies, drinking coffee and letting hope
run free. And soon the whole gang experienced some
magical fishing.

Atlantic Salmon has brought more than Silver
By Sebastian Letelier
Introduction
I was born in Chile in 1979, Chile. There were no anglers in my family,
neither on my father’s side, nor on my mothers. But I managed to develop a passion for, and skills in flyfishing nonetheless.
My parents enjoying nature, we did spend many holidays in our staggering lake district, which is where it all started. So far my life has been
a totally unexpected experience; even while I had to find and forge a
path for myself, without any anglers in the family to show me the way.
I have been blessed with a broad interest, pursuing many challenges
that keep the curious mind busy and engaged. In that light it is worth
noting that fly fishing has a lot more to offer than just the activity itself.
There’s the associated literature, crafts, arts, history, culture and traveling, that all blend into a full experience. There’s lots to learn if you
are open to see beyond the mere chasing of fish. And additionally, you
may come across true characters from different walks of life. It is so
much more than a filled creel.

In that light it is worth noting that fly fishing has
a lot more to offer than just the activity itself.

STUDIO
Sebastian Letelier

ALL FLIES MADE WITHOUT A VICE: BY HAND!!

JUST SCROLL THROUGH THE PAGES

WALK TROUGH THE STUDIO AND TAKE A LOOK

Atlantic salmon
What I can say…..being from a country without salmon, tying salmon flies has elevated my tying to
something special, something transcending tying mere practical fish-catching flies. Yes, blame it on
the classic salmon flies, because my actual journey started there.
Back in ’93, at the fresh young age of 12, I admired the first salmon flies tied by Rogan of Donegal,
and I fell under a spell…. “I want to tie those'' was the mantra that lodged in my brain at that moment. I also found a compendium book written by Frodin, a good introduction to the classic flies,
especially for a young person.
This was before the widespread availability of the internet, and there was nobody around to teach
me “how to”. So my only repose was to put in lots and lots of hours and oodles of persistence to
hone my skills. Gathering materials for classic salmon flies was another major hurdle. By 16, I was
guiding in Patagonia, and I recall some anglers mentioning Atlantic salmon fishing…..
Come 2000 and I was studying fine arts, following in the footsteps of my dad, who was a selftaught painter. This was when I started to have exchanges with anglers and tiers from abroad, such
as Danish tier and feather pusher Jens Pilgaard and Martin Bach. Through their doing I started to
tie classic salmon flies in the hand (without vise), an skill which I developed, and haven’t stopped
developing.
As I finished my fine art studies in 2006, 3 year of research and a few stars aligned, and in 2007 I
made a pilgrimage to experience a whole Scandinavian season. I fished several rivers, learned a
lot, and met several characters during this trip of a lifetime. And yes, I landed, and lost, some
salmon.
Near the end of the trip I met Odd Nerdrum at his farm, (for those that are not familiar with this
name, Odd Nedrum is one of the greatest painters in the classic style alive) who generously shared
his knowledge.

Yes, blame it on the classic salmon flies, because my actual journey started there

Green Highlander

ALL FLIES MADE WITHOUT A VICE: BY HAND!!

Shannon Number 12

Back on track
In 2008 I returned to Norway due to the fact that I won a fly tying contest organized
by the Helsinki Spey Clave. This trip incuded 5 days fishing in a magnificent river.
The fishing was tough, but by the end of my stay I hooked, and after an epic fight
landed a whopper. Persistence paid off. After that I visited some classic Scottish
salmon rivers.
Later I apprenticed under Odd Nerdrum, which was a truly unique experience.
While I was there I made a painting that went to the NASF auction. It sure felt good
to give something back and participate in a concrete manner, using my skills as service for good deeds.
In 2013 I travelled to tie classic Irish salmon fly patterns from 1843 for a collector.
This proved to be an interesting project that took a significant amount of preparation and research. After I finished that project, I got to fish the Laerdalselva again,
as well as some other salmon rivers in Norway. This was yet another unforgettable
experience!
Several years went by in which I was pretty well focused on painting, employing
several themes that resulted from all the experiences obtained during these visits,
as well as making commissioned artwork for anglers abroad. During this time, tying
classic flies has kept me looking forward for my next adventure involving the Salmo
the leaper.

Stevenson

Portrait of a 45 Pound salmon from Alta river Sautso beat, Oil Painting

New fly for the next go, Laerdal river, Bjorkum pool.Oil Painting

Sebastian Letelier

A memorable catch which became immortalized (see painting page 191)

For 2020 the plan was to return to explore new rivers,
meet old friends and make new ones…. But the plans
changed. You can probably imagine why….
I hope my story and my flies inspire you to also go for
it, despite any boundaries. Remember the following
words, spoken long ago by a wise man:

“Luck is what happens when preparation
meets opportunity.”
Seneca

RED:
I know, it is a trout, there is another one on
the next page, but look at that face; happy,
happy, happy:) Had to include them.

Truchita Magdalena

Sebastian Letelier

Paul Grieve
My name is Paul Grieve, also known as PG Quality Flies on social media.
I have always loved being by a river, I grew up by the River Faughan in
Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

At the age of 10 or 11 I started my journey into fly tying,
with a strong focus on salmon flies. Fast forward 25+
years and I still love adapting existing patterns, adding a
modern day touch to them.

My favourite flies for fishing would be the Irish Shrimp flies,
and the Cascades style flies.

I am a huge fan of Franc N Snaelda materials due to their impeccable
qualitity and vibrant colours. The materials are mobile and easy to use.
Check out my socials or visit my website on www.pgqualityflies.com.

Paul Grieve

WIN

Some pike streamers made by Sander Zuidinga himself
Our streamer special (October 2021) highlights some pike streamers from Sander Zuidinga.
In his article he mentions his place of birth.
What is his place of birth?
send your answer to:
info@weareflyfishing.com and maybe you win some excellent pike streamers made by the
man himself!

BE SOCIAL
A NEW MAGAZINE CAN USE ALL THE SUPPORT IT CAN GET.
ESPECIALLY IF MADE WITHOUT ANY BUDGET AND SHARED FOR FREE!
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE.

HELP US TO KEEP MAKING HIGH QUALITY MAGAZINES FOR FREE
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE WE ARE FLY FISHING FAMILY
CONTACT US AND WE TELL YOU ALL ABOUT THIS GROWING FLY FISHING FAMILY

CONTACT

GET YOUR CUSTOMERS HOOKED

draadmagazine@weareflyfishing.com

BE SOCIAL
Photo by Peter Sikking

right...copyright......
We get a lot of questions concerning authors rights and copyright.
It is very simple: everything you find in the magazine is made under
copyright. This protects us (WAFF) as well as the people who work on
these issues. So you can not copy anything without permission from the
publisher. Please contact us if you need more information.
INFO@WEAREFLYFISHING.COM
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